CHUTE FOREST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (Sch 12 Pt111 para 14.1)
Minutes of the Chute Forest Annual Parish Meeting held in the Chute Village Hall on Thursday 15th April 2010 at 7.30pm.

Present:  Mr R Cherrington (Chairman),  Mrs P Caddick (Parish Councillor),  Mr D Close (Parish Councillor),  Wiltshire County Councillor C Howard, Mr P Gill (Parish Clerk),  Mr B Caddick (Emergency Planning),  PS M Freeman ( Wiltshire Constabulary), Mrs C Wall (Chute Village Hall) Mr Chris Stock ( KGPF), Mr D Brown (Chair Chute Parish Council)  
Mr B Frost ( LINK Scheme) Mrs A Cherrington.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm and thanked everyone for attending.

1. Apologies:  Apologies were received from Mr D Pike (Parish Councillor), Mr D Milligan (Parish Councillor) (Chute Link Scheme), Mrs E Daly (WC Rights of Way Officer).  Mr P Bollan (WC Highways Officer) Mr M Sykes ( Chute Relief in Need) 
and Mr K Yelf ( Neighbourhood Watch)
2. Minutes of the previous meeting.  
The Chairman reviewed the signed minutes of the previous meeting, copies of which have previously been displayed on the Parish Notice Board.
3. Matters Arsing.
None
4. Chairman’s Report.
The Chairman opened his report by welcoming everyone and then gave his report as follows:   Before I go on to the work of the council for the previous year, I would like to extend my thanks to various people.  Firstly to my fellow councillors without whom the council could not have worked so well. Secondly, to our hard working and well informed clerk Phil Gill.  Unfortunately, we are losing Phil as he retires after the May meeting but is sitting in for the July meeting to welcome in our new clerk Margaret Winterbourne.  There are many people in the village and in the area who have helped us over the last year.  In particular, Gordon White with his mower who kept the green in lower chute tidy during the summer. To Jim Foxen and Chris Stock who are our members on the village playing fields committee).  Moving on to planning we have had eight applications most of which have received no objections from your council. Two however are subject to appeals having been turned down by planners.  One of these is the plot of land next to Chute Forest Cottage in Chute Cadley had a planning appeal two days ago in the village hall and the other is having a hearing in the Ludgershall Sports Pavilion in July.   All other matters will be covered according to the agenda but I would like to thank all those representatives of the bodies and organisations who have come this evening to give their reports. 

5. Presentation of Accounts.
The Clerk presented the internally audited accounts for FY 2009/20010 which showed:


Current

Previous
                                    Opening balance: 
£2414.40

£2680.50




Income:
£2086

£1881.91






Expenditure:
£2306

£2148.01









Closing Balance:
£2194

£2414.40


The Clerk then answered questions.


6. Footpaths.  Cllr D Close presented the following report:  Unfortunately Esther Daly the Wiltshire County Rights of Way officer cannot be with us tonight, but where all of the paths have been walked, she has the schedule of items that I have identified, and these were discussed with her yesterday.  The broken timber post to the finger sign at the northern end of footpath 1 (near Forest House) and the distorted metal post to the sign at the eastern end of footpath 9 (near Gamekeepers Cottage Tangley) have been logged by her, and although these will be treated as ‘low priority’ if they have their team in the vicinity they will be rectified.   She is to write on our behalf to the landowner of the two fields across which footpath 5 crosses, especially on me advising that these fields have recently been sown, and soon as the crops grow the route of the path will be even more difficult to determine.  As discussed at the last PC meeting the width of the footpath 2 (St Mary’s Church to the playing field) was checked following the comments passed to me, and where it was found that the width of 3m was maintained between the field/wood fence and the electric fence erected to contain the sheep and lambs, no further action was taken.

7. Roads.  The Chairman presented the following report:  During January & February of this year it was very difficult get the roads cleared of snow and gritted which at times left Chute Forest almost cut off.   Wilts Cllr Howard was requested to note this and to take the matter to the Council in order that we are not cut off again.  Wilts Councillor Howard agreed to take the matter to Wilts Council.
8. Village Hall.  Mrs Carolyn Wall presented a report a digest of which follows:

We have 10 committee members and 8 meetings were held over the year. The evening events were particularly well supported but unfortunately the Xmas Fare and Open Gardens which included specialist plant sales were not.  The cost of hiring the hall was increased in September 2009. This is the first increase for 3 years. A refundable deposit is now taken as the contents of the kitchen have slowly been diminishing.   Moreover, the kitchen is in need of refurbishment.  The Lawn Mower has been stolen for a 2nd time and until we can secure more intruder proof storage, we do not intend to replace it.  We have been offered a small container by Johnny Sykes which will replace the wooden shed. The Village Hall Constitution is also under review as was drawn up in 1977 and is now out of date. We have been unsuccessful in obtaining grants from Wiltshire Council during 2009/2010 due to the grant received in 2007. Alternative sources of grants and funding are now being sought.

Income:

 
Donations Received - £2436.00

Fund Raising -£3474.39

Hiring’s - £3072

Total Income including Bank Interest - £13418.00

Outgoings:

The cost of operating the hall - £5453.58.

Building Repairs costs - £10650

Future Repairs for 2010-2011 have been costed at -
£22950

Mrs Wall then asked for and answered questions

9. Reports were provided by the following:

9.1 Wiltshire Constabulary.    PS M Freeman introduced himself and provided the following report:  My report is drawn from the statistics for the Tidworth Community Area (TCA), which shows that no crime was recorded in Chute Forest in the past year.   You live in a very safe area.  The statistics for the TCA show that although crime has reduced by 12% we have maintained our detection rate of 31%.  Moreover, dwelling burglaries have reduced by almost 30%.  We are fully manned and my post will not be removed in the foreseeable future.  Wellington Academy is to fund a part time PCSO to work with the staff and pupils, and the BLUES N ZUZ is still going strong. 
PS Freeman then asked for and answered questions.

The Chairman thanked PS M Freeman for his report and asked him to thank his colleagues for their dedication and support.
9.2 Wilts County.
Cllr Charles Howard presented a report a digest of which follows:  Last winter was an extreme weather event and the County is well aware of the lessons to be learnt.  Moreover, extra money has been made available by central government and the council to speed up repairs to the damage caused by the extreme conditions.  It is now just over a year since Wiltshire Council was formed.  During that time, much has been achieved but much remains to be done.  The process of harmonising the Council’s services, rates of pay and ways of working across Wiltshire is well in hand and should be largely completed by the end of 2011. As far as I am concerned, my work as your Wiltshire Councillor has proved to be rewarding but demanding in time. I find that on average every month I am travelling well over 400 miles on Council business, attending eleven official meetings plus numerous other visits to investigate problems of all kinds which arise in my Divisional area which covers nine parishes.   The Tidworth Area Board has about £40,000 available for qualifying grants during the next twelve months. Bids have to be submitted to the Area Board online, and some applications for 2010/11 have already been submitted. I do urge the Parish Council and all other clubs and institutions in the village to consider if they have any projects that are suitable for a grant, and if so to make an application as soon as possible before the funds available for this year are used up.

Brief details of the scheme are: Maximum grant is £5000 with matched funding, i.e. the Council will pay half the cost.   For grants up to £1000, the Council will pay the full cost. The rate of Council Tax for 2010/2011 has been announced. The rise in the Wiltshire Council element of the Council Tax payable is approximately 2.5 %, below the current rate of inflation.  Significant savings have been achieved during the past year following the amalgamation of Wiltshire County Council and the four District Councils. If this had not happened, it is estimated that Council Tax this year would have risen by about 4.9% rather than the 2.5% actually achieved.

Cllr Howard then asked for and answered questions.
9.3 Emergency Planning.   Mr Barry Caddick presented the following report:  No emergency planning events in the past year, however there has been some flooding which is being addressed.  Although snow clearing and road gritting are not emergency planning responsibility, they do need addressing as they can develop into to an emergency situation.
9.4 Chute Relief in Need. 
The Chairman presented the following report:  One individual received a grant of £45.00 which they have offered to pay back in due course.  The charity is there to help people in the chutes and any deserving cases should be brought to the notice of the trustees.  The balance as at 13 January 2010 was £1254.42.
The Chairman then asked for questions.

9.5 Chute Link Scheme.   Mr Basil frost presented a report a digest of which follows: The LINK Good Neighbour Scheme covers nearly all the County.     Collingbournes and Everleigh LINK was formed in 2004 and last Summer Chute LINK finding that the call on their service had dropped over the years had decided that they would disband.  LINK Project in Devizes approached me and asked if we would be prepared to consider amalgamation and we joined forces on 1st November 2009.   We are in the process of recruiting a new volunteer from the Chute area who is prepared to use his four-wheel drive vehicle should we suffer another bad winter. 

Most of the tasks we are asked to undertake are transporting users to the local surgeries and to hospitals mainly those in Salisbury, Winchester, Swindon and Andover and occasionally a couple, more distant.   Our volunteers last year drove 7827 miles and gave 520 hours and we averaged a task a day during the working week.
This increase in activity, which almost was double from the previous year.  Wiltshire Council who mainly funds the LINK Schemes in the County, following the demise of the District Councils, looked at our balance sheet and decided we did not qualify for a grant. The increase in activity soon proved them wrong and thanks to generous grants received from the two Collingbourne Councils we did not have to go cap in hand for a handout from LINK Scheme.   It is likely that we will be put in a better financial position financially regarding the grant this year and Wiltshire County are trialling a subsidy towards the mileage driven by our volunteers.   The volunteers are not paid for their time but receive modest travelling expenses of 38p per mile, one of the lowest rates in the County.  I feel the Scheme is particularly lucky in that the Coordinator is Dick Edwards husband of the Vicar aka as ‘Mr.Vicar’.

9.6 Chute Chronicle and Website.
Mr Chris Stock presented a report a digest of which follows:  Chute Chronicle  The Chronicle continues to be popular.  The result of that success is that the Chronicle lost £313 in calendar 2009 and some £83 the year before.  Therefore we have introduced a plan of attack that will see advertising rates being increased , print runs being even more tightly controlled than before, editorial controls are being increased,  an increase in subscriptions and the gaining of a sponsor to help defer costs.  If there are ways in which you would like to see the Chronicle improve then please do let myself, or any of the editorial team, know.  Please remember, it is YOUR Chute Chronicle – and yes, it remains the highest selling publication in Chute!  Again, it’s right to give thanks, and thanks must go Lisa Jackson, Emma Hawkins and Simon Falla who, with me, are the editorial team. Thank you to all the distributors, managed by Virginia Chambers, namely Amanda Holroyd, Dorothy Stock, Eileen Soper, Elizabeth Bament, Gwen Howard, Jim Griffin, Joanna Buchanan and Nicky Pike. Thank you to all the advertisers – and please do support them whenever you can – and to Bulpitt Printing in Andover who continue to do an excellent job.
thechutes.org.uk  Effectively re-launched at the beginning of 2009, the web site has taken off in areas ever anticipated – and we are now victims of our own success!  But to maintain the level of interest, and to earn the very pleasing comments that we have received to date, we need to keep the both content up-to-date and interesting. To do that please do let us know what you would like on YOUR community web site.  That unfortunately raises our other problem, having the time to get everything done but we will do our best to address that.  And just to avoid confusion, while both Simon Fella  and I are heavily involved in this project, and either of us will do what we can to help, Simon is broadly looking after the design and innovations, while I try to focus on getting the content entered.

Mr Stock then asked for and answered questions.
9.7 King George Playing Fields Report.
Mr Chris Stock presented a report a digest of which follows:    Much time and effort was spent revising the KGF constitution, replacing the previous version that was >20 years old.  No sooner than we had done so, and both PC’s, as joint owners of the field, signed it than it was realised it did not satisfy the local government obligations.  We are now in the process of readdressing the position which, I suspect, will result in the KGF being a non registered charity.  From a usage point of view, we’ve done very well this year, with the Football Club, Cricket Club and more recently, the Touch Rugby Club all being regular users – not to mention the fete, the many visitors to the play area, and those who just enjoy walking their dog, practising their golf, impromptu kick arounds, or whatever.  I well remember one Sunday last September when the footballers were playing, Touch Rugby was in full swing, I was doing work on the cricket square, the play area was almost full to capacity – it was a truly wonderful sight.  Considerable effort has been spent on improving the appearance and condition of the KGF itself, and the pavilion.  But that in itself raises a question which we, as a community, will need to address in the near future.  Specifically, do we want to maintain this facility, let alone continue improving it, or do we want to let it sit there not doing very much, and gradually declining?  If, the preference is to optimise the facility, then we as a community must be prepared to pay for it.    When the accounts are published they will show an income of just over £2k for 2009/10, against an expenditure of some £4,250. This means, the field is still running at a loss – all we need is a few more instances of trees either coming down across the road, or being reported as dangerous to wipe out the very limited reserves we still have. I should add that all 3 regular hirers will be facing a rent increase this year.  The good news is that the annual RoSPA (Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents) report on the play area continues to substantiate that this is a generally safe facility, while the recently commissioned RoSPA report on the entire field gave us a generally very satisfactory report.  Thanks are due to a number of people: Jim Foxen, Jonathan Burden Lee Merritt,  Jonny Sykes Jonny Withers,  Jamie Williams Joss Sheppard the Cricket Club, Bill Catt ,Tony Stock and to all the other unsung heroes. 
Mr Stock then asked for and answered questions?  A full copy of the report is available via the Clerk

9.8  Chute Parish Council.  Mr D Brown reported that energetic and free raging discussions surround the Playing Field have produced a constitution and we now know where we are going.
10 AOB.  
10.1   Mr B Caddick suggested that the money raised by the fete could be used as a seed corn to draw down major grants. 
10.2   Mrs Carolyn Wall asked if the Parish Council would consider funding the planting of bulbs in and around the Village and Mrs Cherrington asked if the request could be expanded to include wild flowers.  In reply, the Chairman asked Mrs Wall to put together a proposal and to submit it to the Parish Council. 
In closing, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and there being no further business to conduct closed the meeting at 20.40pm.
Signed:
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