CHUTE FOREST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (Sch 12 Pt111 para 14.1)
Minutes of the Chute Forest Annual Parish Meeting held in the Chute Village Hall on Thursday 16th April 2009 at 7.30pm.

Present:  Mr R Cherrington (Chairman),  Mrs P Caddick (Parish Councillor),  Mr D Close (Parish Councillor),  Mr D Pike (Parish Councillor),  Mr D Milligan (Parish Councillor),  Mr P Gill (Parish Clerk),  Mr P Veasey (Kennet District Councillor), Mr B Caddick (Emergency Planning),  Mr K Yelf (Neighbourhood Watch),  PCSO M Downham  Wiltshire Constabulary),  Mr M Cook (WC Highways Officer)  and  Mrs E Daly ( WC Rights of Way Officer).  
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm and thanked everyone for attending.

1. Apologies:  Apologies were received from Brigadier R Hall (Wiltshire County Councillor), Mrs V Chambers (Chute Link Scheme), Mrs A Cherrington and Mrs L Close.
2. Minutes of the previous meeting.  
2. 1.
The Chairman reviewed the signed minutes of the previous meeting, copies of which have previously been displayed on the Parish Notice Board.
3. Matters Arsing.

Item 12.2.   Amenity Skips.   Cllr Close gave a brief overview of the progress to date, which had been beset by a number of issues beyond the control of the Parish Council.  The main issue was finding a suitable location to position the skip that has now been resolved by the kind permission of a new landowner, Alex Thistlewaite.   Wiltshire County have agreed to provide an Amenity Skip to Chute Forest PC for the weekend of 16/17th May which is to be positioned in front of the bus shelter sometime mid morning on Friday 15th and to be collected on Monday 18th May.  
4. Chairman’s Report.
The Chairman opened his report by welcoming everyone and then gave his report as follows:
This has been a quiet year within the Parish; however it has seen the demise of Kennet District and Wiltshire County Councils and birth of the Wiltshire County Unitary Authority the impacts of which have yet to be fully felt.   It is my firmly held belief that new structure will give the Parish a greater say in many matters that affect us.   I would like to offer my wholehearted thanks to my council for their support and wise advice and to WCC Cllr R Hall and KDC Cllr P Veasey for their support in bring matters forward to their respective councils. It is with real regret that I note that Cllr Veasey is stepping down from public life after 23 years of selfish dedication and I wish him well for the future.  Moreover, I note that Cllr R Hall is standing for election in another area and I wish him well.  I would also like to thank our Clerk Phil Gill who has made my job and the work of the council so much easier.  My thanks also go to the village hall committee and the fete committee, all the unsung people who make Chute a very pleasant place to live some of whom are here tonight, and to all those others who do such sterling work behind the scenes. It is really heart warming to see the playing fields in regular use and it is exciting to note that the village website is going from strength to strength.  As I said in my report last year our finances are sound and as promised the precept will raise in line with inflation to £1900, which is still below the £2000 set for FY 2003/04.  I anticipate that it will at least rise in line with inflation for FY10/11. We only had 8 planning applications most of which were minor and we made major comment on one, which was approved after our comments had been taken onboard.  As alluded to in my opening the major focus for the coming year will be the election to the new Unitary Authority in June and the implementation of the Tidworth Community Area Board.  Cllr Pat Caddick represents the Parish on this board and is working hand in glove with her counterpart from Chute PC to ensure that the Parish’s voice is heard in this forum.
5. Reports were provided by the following:

5.1. PCSO M Downham.    PCSO Maria Downham introduced herself and explained the rationale behind the changes to the NPT and that she, a new PCSO and PC Graham Wilkins would be covering Chute Forest.  She informed the meeting that she and PC Wilkins have a good feel for the area and that they along with the new PCSO will provide a good service to the community.
The Chairman thanked PCSO M Downham for her report and asked her to thank her colleagues for their dedication and support.
5.2. Roads.  Mr Martin Cook introduced himself as the WC Highways Officer for the area and informed the meeting that although he had nothing formal to report he knew the area well as he had been with WCC Highways for some 23 years.  He is aware of the ongoing issues in Chute Forest, however another officer was dealing with the drainage issue at Cadley Bottom.  Although WC is now up and running the old WCC numbers are still in use.
The Chairman thanked Mr Cook for his report.

5.3.  Rights of Way.  Mrs Ester Daly confirmed that is the WC Rights of Way Officer for the area and that most staff are the same.  She informed the meeting that she had received three complaints regarding the maintenance of Bridleway 3.  She explained that there is only a finite amount of money to keep the bridleways and footpaths clear and having cleared the Bridleway  three times this is as much as can be reasonably done within a FY.  She asked if self-help might be available.  She also informed the meeting that a Traffic Regulation Order may be issued for Chantey Way and Honey Bottom and explained the consultation process, the means by which such an order would advertised and agreed to send an early copy of the order to the Parish Clerk.  In response to a request from Cllr Close Mrs Daley agreed to take up the matter of the over sowing of Footpath 5 and to report to the Parish Council.

The Chairman thanked Mrs Daley for her report.

5.4. KDC Cllr P Veasey.
Cllr Peter Veasey informed the meeting that he would not be standing as a Cllr at the June elections.  He thanked the community for returning him as their DC Cllr for the past 26 years during which he had found Chute Forest an excellent community to serve and that it had been a privilege to be their representative.   The Chairman offered Cllr Veasey the wholehearted thanks of the community and wished him the very best for the future.
5.5. Emergency Planning.   Mr Barry Caddick opened his report by thanking the Members for the opportunity to make his annual report to the Parish and reported he was happy to say that there have been no incidents, in the last 12 months, in the Chutes that have required the help of the county emergency team.  In our local area there were two perceived threats one being Pandemic Flu I think we can say that this years potential threat has now passed,  thankfully without a major outbreak;  with the other being Bird Flu which as this is the migratory season for birds, so potentially the time of greatest risk.   Although there have not been any reports of major outbreaks in the areas where the birds have over -wintered.  It is however advisable to maintain a watch, for dead or sick birds, and if necessary, apply DEFRA guidelines that can be found on their web site.  More specifically for Wiltshire, a major emergency exercise, codenamed equinox, was held in the early part of the reporting year.  This involved 500 participants from the county’s emergency services.   As it was held near Chilmark in the South West of the county the chutes were not affected ​however some benefits have accrued. Lessons have been learned particularly in the areas of communication and co ordination.   These will lead to improvements in the appropriate procedures, countywide.   In the latter part of the year, the permanent members of the emergency planning department have been involved in restructuring, in anticipation of the coming of the unitary authority.   I have not yet been informed as to how this will affect our local communities, but when I am informed, I will ensure that the relevant issues are addressed and communicated. 

Mr Caddick then answered questions.

 The Chairman thanked him for his report.
5.6. Neighbourhood Watch. 
Mr Ken Yelf reported that in general, it was all very

quiet apart from the recent theft of a ride on lawn mower from the Village Hall.  Furthermore, he was looking forward to seeing an increased police presence in the Village.
 The Chairman thanked Mr Yelf for his report.

5.7. Chute Link Scheme.   The Chairman read out the following a written report submitted by Virginia Chambers:  We completed 36 tasks in 2008, which is a decrease on previous years.   However, the number of users has remained the about the same. It would appear that most of our regular clients have moved on, and most of the people who use us do so on a “one off” basis. This trend looks set to continue as two of last year’s regular users no longer live in the Chutes, and so far this year we have only had four requests.  The financial aspect of this means that the true cost of each job is very high because our overheads remain the same. We are by far the smallest Link Scheme and it is possible that the Link Project will try to amalgamate us with another scheme in order to make us cost effective.  They have already made tentative suggestions as to the feasibility of this. We have pointed out that, as we are such a geographically isolated community it would be an administrative and logistical nightmare.  As always, the jobs we do are health related, and although we put reminders in the Chronicle from time to time that we offer a good neighbour service as well as driving, we are never asked to do anything else. The fact that we are not needed in any other capacity is an excellent reflection on the helpfulness of everyone living in the Chutes.
The Chairman thanked Mrs Chambers for her report.

5.8. Chute Chronicle and Website.
The Chairman read out the following report submitted by Chris Stock.  It is 10 years this year since the Chronicle began to be managed by an editorial team rather than by a sole editor – while clearly this allows us to share the workload around, we hope that the multiple input results in a more interesting and better produced magazine. Apart from myself, the current team comprises Lisa Jackson, Emma Hawkins and Simon Falla.  Financially, we continue to keep our head above water, although the Chronicle actually made a loss in 2008 of £83; fortunately it normally makes a small profit, but this at least in part, was responsible for the subscription increase from £3 to £3.50.  On a point of clarity, the Chronicle finances are actually included as part of the church’s accounts.  From a distribution perspective, Virginia Chambers has done a sterling job and we would like to thank publically Virginia and all the distributors for their efforts, along with Sue Parker and Bulpitt Printers for their excellent service and Amanda Holroyd for her work in selling the advertising space.  We have brought the editorial deadline forward to 20th of each month. We Know that this has caused a degree of difficulty for Chute Forest Parish Council, however we hope that they can bear with us as, already, it appears to have made a worthwhile impact in ensuring we get copy delivered prior to the 1st of each month.  The big related development has been the resurrection of the Village web site (www.thechutes.org.uk) driven primarily by Simon Falla and myself.  There are now dedicated spaces for the two parish councils, the church and the choir, the village hall, the link scheme, the local pubs & the club, the fete, a plethora of social clubs & activities and a Village Diary is included.  There is also a section on local walks, a gallery of local and historically local photos, and various archive documents, including the Village Design Statement, Conservation Statements, a copy of the 1984 village survey, and a fascinating 1975 report produced by the WI on the introduction of water to the village. I can assure you that, with the village’s support, it is firmly the intention to continue developing both the Chronicle and the web site in the future.
The Chairman thanked Mr Stock for his report.

6. Presentation of Accounts.
The Clerk presented the internally audited accounts for FY 2008/2008 which showed:


Current

Previous
                                    Opening balance: 
2680.50

£2476.35




Income:
1881.91

£2476.90




Expenditure:
2148.01

£2272.75







Closing Balance:
2414.40

£2680.50


           The Clerk then answered questions.



7. King George Playing Fields Report.  The Chairman gave a short resume of the meeting of the playing fields committee held at the pavilion at 9.00a.m. on the 21 March 2009.  In particular, he mentioned the contribution made by Chris & Dorothy Stock, Jim Foxen and Margaret Dawson.  Moreover, he informed the meeting that he had stood down as Chairman and that Margaret Dawson had stood down as cleaner.  A full copy of the report is available via the Clerk.
8. Village Hall.  Councillor D Milligan reported that the Village Hall remains an outstanding asset to the local community.    The final accounts will be not ready for a few weeks; however, it would appear that they will show a loss of approximately £400.  Currently there is still a need to raise an estimated £30K to carry out much needed repairs.  However, the current quotes are being revisited with a view to reducing the repair bill.  The AGM is to be held on 21 March 2009.
 Cllr Milligan then answered questions.
In closing, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and there being no further business to conduct closed the meeting at 20.25pm.
Signed:







Date: 

Chairman
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