CHUTE FOREST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (Sch 12 Pt111 para 14.1)
Minutes of the Chute Forest Annual Parish Meeting held in the Chute Village Hall on Thursday 24th April 2008 at 7.30pm.

Present:  Mr R Cherrington (Chairman), Mrs P Caddick (Parish Councillor), Mr D Close (Parish Councillor), Mr D Pike (Parish Councillor), Mr D Milligan (Parish Councillor), Mr P Gill (Parish Clerk), Mr R Hall (Wiltshire County Councillor), Mr B Caddick (Emergency Planning), Mr K Yelf (Neighbourhood Watch), Mrs V Chambers (Chute Link Scheme), Police Sergeant M Freeman and 3 members of the public.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm and thanked everyone for attending.

1. Apologies:  Apologies were received from Mr P Veasey (Kennet District Councillor), Mr M Sykes ( Chute Relief in Need), Mr P Bollan (Wiltshire Highways Engineer),  Mrs E Daly (Rights of Way Officer),
2. Minutes of the previous meeting.  
2. 1.
The Chairman reviewed the minutes of the previous meeting, copies of which have been displayed on the Parish Notice Board.
2.2. The Chairman signed the minutes.

3. Matters Arsing.
None.
4. Chairman’s Report.
The Chairman opened his report by welcoming everyone and then gave his report as follows:
 As this has been a quiet year then my report will be short.   I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to my council for their support and wise advice and secondly to our Clerk Phil Gill who has made my job and the work of the council so much easier.  In addition, to Roly Williams who looked after the village green for the first part of the year,  to Gordon White who stepped in when Roly moved out of the village  and to Doug Hirst who takes care of the memorial

Furthermore, my thanks also go to the village hall committee and the fete committee, all the unsung people who make Chute a very pleasant place to live some of whom are here tonight, and to all those others who do such sterling work behind the scenes. 

Our finances are sound and this year we were able to reduce the FY 08/09 precept by £700 without too much impact on our reserves. However, I anticipate that it will at least rise in line with inflation for FY09/10. 

We only had 11 planning applications most of which were minor; we objected to only one, and this was turned down. 

The major cause for concern was at the local government level. Wiltshire bid for and got approval to become a unitary authority. We discussed this and were completely against it. We will lose Kennet District Council and instead of being administered from Devises, we will be controlled from Trowbridge. It is unlikely that that we will see any financial savings and now we learn that we will no longer be linked to Shalbourne but due to boundary changes, we will be linked to three villages in the Avon Valley namely Netheravon, Enford and Fighledean.  We have objected strongly to that change but are not all that hopeful.

Finally, I would ask you to note that I do not plan to continue as Chair of the Playing Fields Committee beyond May 2009.
5. Reports were provided by the following:

5.1. WCC R Hall.  Some time ago the Parish Council asked me to use the powers of the County Council to ensure that the words "Chute Forest" appeared on the maps produced by the Ordnance Survey to help visitors find the village; this has been done. The next edition of the 1:50,000 (which replaced the 1'' to 1 mile) series is not due for some 12 months but the Ordnance Survey assured us that Chute Forest would be on the map at GR SU 310517.

 

Now to the major issue of the year, the creation of a Unitary, Wiltshire Council in just under a year's time. Both I and your District Councillor have opposed this throughout but we, supported by many others, did not prevail. Parliament has decided that Wiltshire Council will come into force on 1 April 2009 and elections for the new Council will take place on 7? May 2009.

 

Your Parish Council was not at all happy with the grouping of parishes proposed by the staff of Wiltshire County Council. However, the Transitional Cabinet held to the line proposed as did the full County Council. Their starting point is that the 20 Community Areas, yours is Tidworth, will be the key to the reorganisation and their boundaries have been drafted to reflect a voter level of 3,700 per member. This leads to 98 councillors, all in single member seats. These will group in 4, 5 or 6 with a separate Cabinet Member in a Community Member Board which will be given powers to shape, a dreadful word, the Community Area. The Board will have staff support, funding and Parishes can be represented. 

 

You can appeal about your grouping to the Electoral Committee. They make the decision, probably finally in October 2008. It is I judge, hard to unravel the County's plan there is much talk of "balance; 3,700; and, primacy of the Community Areas".

 

Meanwhile the 5 councils really are working together to produce a plan for us that works. There will be paper put through you letter boxes, radio and even TV briefing and Parish Councillors will be called to the local towns for further briefing several times before 1 April 2009.
WCC Hall then answered questions
The Chairman thanked WCC Cllr Hall for his report.
5.2. Police Sgt M Freeman.  Sgt Freeman introduced himself and explained his areas of responsibility and staffing levels.  He then briefed the meeting on the Crime and Detection statistics tables for the area (copy) attached.  He then gave an update on the reduction in the MOD Police staffing levels in Tidworth and the resultant increase in his team’s workload.  He closed by saying that Chute forest was a safe place to live and that his officers will do their best to keep it that way.
Sgt Freeman then answered questions. 
The Chairman thanked Sgt Freeman and his officers for their dedication and support.
5.3. V Chambers (Chute Link Scheme).   This year has not been an easy one for our Link scheme. Our financial reserves were emptied in the summer by an unusually high number of visits to hospitals, with increased petrol costs, so we were forced to ask for funding.   Both Community First and Kennet gave us a grant [the first we had received for a couple of years] that has thankfully put us back on a sound footing. The Chairman was away for several months due to a house move and two spells in hospital. The treasurer was also hospitalised and is not yet fully recovered.  However, I am proud to say that, thanks to the multi-tasking skills of the committee, and the wonderful job done by our co-ordinator, we were able to complete every task and no client was turned away.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank them publically for all their support.  We did eleven more jobs than last year and 550 more miles. Our client numbers are down but more people are using us regularly.   As always, the vast majority of our tasks have been for doctor's or hospital appointments.  We are extremely fortunate that we have a loyal band of volunteers on whom to call and they too are due for a public vote of thanks.  We hope to return to our usual trouble free operations this year. 

V Chambers then answered questions.
The Chairman thanked her for her report and commended the scheme volunteers for their sterling work.
5.4.  Chute Relief in Need.  In the absence of Mr M Sykes the chairman reported that the Annual Return for 2007 had been submitted to Charities Commission on 26 July 2007 which showed an opening balance of £88.42 and a closing balance of £178.56.  There were no calls for help and no monies were paid out.   A meeting of the Trustees was held on 25 March 2008.
5.5. Mr B Caddick (Emergency Planning).   Opened his report by thanking the Members for the opportunity to make his annual report to the Parish and reported that during the year, there have not been any emergency incidents to report but here are two ongoing issues Avian Flu & Pandemic Flu.  Having previously reported on Avian Flu and there have still not been any known outbreaks in the area.  Defra guidelines remain the same for reporting possible incidents.  The winter has now passed without a major outbreak of Pandemic Flu.  He had attended an Emergency Planning training course at Trowbridge on the 8th October 2007.  The emergency planning staff gave a detailed presentation of their emergency support structures at both county and district council levels and information as to the appropriate responses by the community emergency volunteers was also provided.  The training concluded with a practical exercise.  He closed by saying that he was looking forward to continuing to work with the Parish Council and the community in the next 12 months.
Mr Caddick then answered questions.
The Chairman thanked him for his report and his continuing support to the community.
6. Presentation of Accounts.
The Clerk presented the internally audited accounts for FY 2007/2008 which showed:

Current



Previous
Opening balance: 
£2476.35

£1321.07


Income:
£2476.90

£2666.79



Expenditure:
£2272.75

£1511.51



Closing Balance:
£2680.50

£2476.35.
The Clerk then answered questions.


7. Planning.  Already covered in the Chairman’s report.

8. Footpaths.  In the absence of the WCC Rights of Way Officer Cllr Close reported that all the Footpaths and Bridleways have been walked and signs erected or replaced as appropriate.   Issues with two of the Footpaths have been drawn to the attention of the WCC Rights Officer for enforcement action.  Cllr Close also highlighted the very good WCC newsletter and their Rights of Way & Bridleways improvement plan.
Cllr Close then answered questions.

9. Roads.  In the absence of the WCC Highways Officer Cllr Pike reported that the Parish Steward Scheme was working well, but he does need to be kept informed of both remedial and preventative maintenance works.
Cllr Pike then answered questions.
10. King George Playing Fields Report.  The Chairman gave a short resume of  the meeting of the playing fields committee was held at the pavilion at 9.00a.m. on the 24th of February 08.  In particular, he mentioned the contribution made by Chris & Dorothy Stock, Jim Foxen and Margaret Dawson.  A full copy of the report is available via the Clerk.
11. Village Hall.  Councillor D Milligan reported that the Village Hall remains an outstanding asset to the local community, but there is still a need to raise £50K to carry out much needed repairs.  A grant of £5K has been received and fund raising activities continue.
Cllr Milligan then answered questions.
12. AOB.

12.1. The Chairman thanked Mr Yelf for his continuing work with the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.  Mr Yelf took the opportunity to remind others of the threat of heating oil theft.
12.2. A member of the Public asked if the PC could look into the supply of skips for non-recyclable items. The Chair directed the Clerk to include this as an agenda item at the next PC Meeting. 
In closing, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and there being no further business to conduct closed the meeting at 20.32pm.

Signed:







Date: 

Chairman
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