



CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL

NOVEMBER 2007 
Minutes of the Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 15th November 2007.

Present:  C’llr D Close (Vice Chairman in the Chair) C’llr D Milligan and C’llr P Caddick 
In Attendance:  Mr P Gill Clerk, C’llr R Hall, Wiltshire Constabulary - Sgt Freeman, PC Randle & PCSO Davidson
1. Apologies for Absence.  C’llr R Cherrington, C’llr D Pike, District Council - C’llr P Veasey.  
2. Declaration of Interest in Items on the Agenda - Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) order 2007.  To receive any Declarations of Interest on any agenda item to be discussed.  Cllr Milligan declared a personal interest in item 8.1.
3. General Public – No questions asked.  Sgt Mark Freeman introduced himself and Pc Randle reported no actual reported incidents in Chute Forest, however a local vulnerable resident is receiving some unwanted cold calls from a self employed jobbing builder which is causing her some concern due to her isolated location. In order to nip this in the bud he asked that all are vigilant to strange vehicles in the village especially a white pickup truck.  At the moment, we have no index of that vehicle or any others he may use, so please jot them down, and pass them to him.  In the wider rural area there have been four 4x4 type vehicles stolen, 3 had their keys left in.  So with the frosty mornings upon us please don't leave the vehicles unattended whilst defrosting.  A gate was lifted off its hinges in Upper Chute which not only let the horses out but also was probably a recce to see what "goodies" were at the premises although nothing was stolen on this occasion.  Local farmers and gamekeepers are also helping keep an eye out for suspicious vehicles but obviously the more eyes we have looking, the less attractive it makes our villages to undesirables so until Pcso Claire Davidson finalises the arrangements for the modernisation of Neighbourhood Watch, he asked that all do their bit to displace these people from our area by being constantly vigilant.
The Members thank PC Randle for his report and the others for attending

4. Minutes of previous meeting.  Minutes of the previous meeting of 27th September 2007 having been circulated, C’llr Caddick proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record, seconded by C’llr Milligan.
Carried and duly signed by the Chairman
Action – Clerk to post on Parish Notice Boards
5. Matters arising – 
14.2
Cllr Close has given the signs to the land owner from them to display, and he has produced a large scale map showing the official Footpaths and Bridleways in the village area.

     Action – Clerk to post on Parish Notice Board

6. Correspondence - As received and if necessary held at the clerk’s office.
6.1 KDC – Guidance Note on Thatching.

6.1 WALC – News Letter

6.2 Castledown School – Academy.

6.3 NALC - Revised pay scales.

6.4 KDC – Xmas Recycling arrangements.
1.
Members noted the correspondence and Cllr Close indicated that he passed a similar document on “Stone Flint” conservation to KDC for them to consider publishing on their website.  
2.
The Members directed the Clerk to find out if Christmas Wrapping Paper could go for recycling, KDC have confirmed that it cannot go for recycling.
7. Finance. 

7.1 The RFO presented for approval a current liquidity statement and bank reconciliations as at 14th November 2007.
Members noted the statement and reconciliations, but had no comment at this time.
7.2 Members acknowledge receipt of £1225.00 in respect of 2nd half of Precept.

7.3 Having discussed at some length  the draft budget previously circulated  by the RFO
Members RESOLVED to set the budget for F Y08/09.

7.4 Having set the budget the reserves policy was reviewed and deemed to be higher than required at this time.  Then having taken into consideration the anticipated income and expenditure levels for FY 08/09 and the high level of reserves resulting from low elections costs, self-help maintenance of notice boards  and prudent financial management by the Council the    
Members RESOLVED to set the Precept for FY 08/09 at £1750.00 a reduction from the £2450 Precept set for FY 07/08.
Action: Clerk to place demand on KDC.

7.5 After a short brief by the Chairman on the revised billing mechanism for Poppy Wreaths
Members RESOLVED to authorise the payment of £20.00 for a poppy Wreath.

7.6 After a protracted discussion regarding donations in the round and the Village Hall in particular and having considered making the following donations 
7.6.1 PCC - £25.00

7.6.2 Playing Fields Maintenance - £200.00

7.6.3 Village Hall - £75.00

Members RESOLVED to authorise the donations.

Action: RFO to make payments
7.7 Having considered the NALC recommendation regarding the Clerk’s salary increase backdated to 1 April.
 Members RESOLVED to accept the recommendation and authorise a balancing payment of £15.30.
7.8 The Clerk asked that the requirement for the Annual Accounts to be approved by Council before 31 July 08 & 30 June 09 to be noted.
Members noted the requirement.
8.
Planning. 
 
8.1 K/ 57606/F - Amendments to previous approved extensions K/52686/F and K/55740/F to include amendments to fenestration and doors and change to balcony design at Cedar Lodge Chute Forest Andover Wiltshire SP11 9DG. Not long into the discussion Cllr Milligan declared a prejudicial interest in this item and withdrew from the meeting.  As the meeting was now inquorate this item could not be discussed further.  Cllr Milligan rejoined meeting.

Action:  Clerk to inform KDC and check on any site meeting dates.
9.
Footpaths.
C’llr Close reported that the damaged grit box had been repaired.
10.
Playing Fields.
Due to the Chairman’s absence, no report was offered.
11.
Village Hall.
C’llr Milligan reported that remedial work continues but there is as need for a sustained fund raising effort, and further to the discussion at item 7.6 he requested that a one of grant of cira £500.00 be made to the Village Hall.  After a lengthy discussion
Members RESOLVED to defer any decision on making a grant until a latter meeting of the Council at which there was a full attendance of members and directed the Clerk to seek clarification on the Council’s powers, if any, to support the Village Hall.  (LGA 1972 Sect 133 & LG (Misc Provisions) Act 1976 Sect 19 both give the power to support.)
12. Roads. 
Due to C’llr Pike’s absence, no report was offered. 
13.
Clerk’s Report. 
The Clerk reported the following:
13.1 That he written a thank you letter to Mr White to thank him for cutting the grass on the “Green”
13.2 The Clerk will be in New Zealand from 26 December to 21 January. 

The Members note the Clerk’s movements.
14.
AOB. 

14.1 Having considered planning applications K/57664/F & K/57665/LBC - Two storey extension to the northern elevation of property. Extension will replace existing lean-to garage and add a 10m2 lean-to room to the north-east of the property at Elm Cottage
Members RESOLVED to not raise any objections but commented on the size of the “Porthole Style” windows.
Action: Clerk to inform KDC
14.2 Having considered planning application K/57684/F - Replacement garage at Red House Farm Clanville Andover Wiltshire SP11 9JE
Members RESOLVED to not raise any objections on the assumption that the previous two applications will be revoked.
14.3 WCC Hall reported that:
14.3.1 Chute Forest Parish boundaries will appear on the next edition of the 1:50000 OS Map for this area.
14.3.2 The Unitary Authority Bill is now an Act and an Order will be issued in December to instruct the Boundary Commission to conduct a Boundary Review.  A Transition Council formed from WCC and the DCs will come into being in January 2008 to plan how the new Council will work.  Their work will overseen by a Scrutiny Team.  There will be Unitary Authority elections in 2009 but no Parish elections until 2013.
The members thanked WCC Hall for his report.
15. Date of future meetings.  The date of next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 24th January 2008.
There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20:59pm.
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