
CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL
OCTOBER 2006
Minutes of the Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 12th October 2006 in the Village Hall at 7:30 PM. Brigadier 
Present:  C’llr  R Cherrington (Chairman), C’llr D Close (Vice Chairman), C’llr P Craddick, C’llr D Pike, Kennet District Council C’llr  P Veasey & Wiltshire County Council C’llr Brigadier R Hall. 
1. Apologies for Absence.
C’llr  D Milligan.
2. Introductions.   The Chairman welcomed and introduced the new Parish
Clerk Mr Philip Gill, and confirmed that a contract of employment would be signed after the meeting. 
3. Minutes of previous meeting.
Minutes of the previous meeting of 18th July 2006 have been previously circulated; C’llr D Close proposed that the minutes should be signed as a true record, seconded by C’llr D Pike. 
Carried, and duly signed by the Chairman.
4. Matters arising.
4.1
Roly Williams.
 Mr Williams has assured the Chairman that the gap in the hedge was not being used for vehicular access.  Although the Council accepted this assurance, the Chairman will monitor situation.
4.2
Jim Foxen.
The Chairman has investigated the planning status of Mr Foxen’s “Tool Shed” and reported that as it is on wheels it does not require planning permission.
4.3 Others.
The Chairman reported that he had approached KDC regarding the Parish’s dissatisfaction with KDC’s initial plan to have some residents carry their refuse up to one hundred yards to be picked up by the KDC refuse collectors.  After spending an inordinate amount of time on the telephone to KDC, he received assurance from them that they would revise their initial plan.  The plan has since been revised to the satisfaction of the Parishioners.  The Council noted this and thanked the Chairman for his perseverance.
5. Finance.
5.1  2007 Precept.
Mrs Caddick opened a lively discussion on the level of the precept.  At the end of the discussion, C’llr D Close proposed that the Precept be held at its current level of £2450.00, seconded by C’llr P Caddick. 
Carried.
5.2.
Bills for payment were presented for the following items:

5.2.1.
July payment for the Village Hall - £11.00

5.2.2.
Wreath for Remembrance Sunday - £15.00

5.3.
Payment of bills proposed by C’llr D Close, and seconded by C’llr D Pike.

Carried
5.4.
It was agreed that the Parish Clerk would take over as the Parish’s “Responsible Financial Officer” from C’llr P Caddick as soon as was practicable, but by no later than the next Parish Council meeting.

Action:
 C’llr P Caddick & Parish Clerk
6. Planning.
The Chairman reported the following:
6.1
Retrospective planning permission has been granted for the chimney erected at 3 Orchard Cottages with the constraint that the chimney is to be painted black within three calendar months of the granting of planning permission date.  The Chairman will monitor the situation.

Action:
Chairman 
6.2.
Planning permission has been granted for the Equestrian Centre at Woodhouse Farm, Clanville.

6.3
Planning permission has been granted for the replacement garage at Red House Farmhouse, Clanville.
7. Footpaths. 
C’llr D Close had nothing to report, but see items raised under AOB.
8. Playing Fields.
The Chairman reported that four cricket matches been played this year which is three more than were played last year.  Furthermore, a number of football teams are using the fields on a regular basis.  C’llr P Caddick passed a cheque for £250.00 to the Chairman from the Village Fete Committee for their use of the Playing Fields.  The Chairman will ensure that the cheque is paid into the appropriate account.
9. Roads.
9.1.
C’llr P Caddick identified an area near her home that needs addressing by the Parish Stewards (formerly known as Parish Linksmen).  C’llr D Pike agreed to contact the council regarding this matter.

9.2.
 It has been reported that the “CanGo” Bus is causing damage to verges in the local area.  C’llr P Pike agreed to inform CLARENCE. 
9.3.
C’llr D Close reported that a number of potholes had appeared in the area of Grid Reference 304 505.  C’llr P Pike agreed to inform CLARENCE.
Action:
 Items 9.1 – 9.3 C’llr D Pike.
10. Village Hall.
10.1.
C’llr P Caddick informed the Council that the Village Hall Committee is now without a Chairman, and that the Treasurer intends to stand-down in March 2007.  The Council noted this gloomy situation.
10.2.
C’llr Caddick reported that the committee had ordered a full professional internal and external survey of the Village Hall to be conducted on 12 October 2006 with a view to informing the development and subsequent production of a formal five-year maintenance plan. The Council noted and welcomed this proactive action.
11. AOB
11.1
As the Chairman is away on Sunday 12 November 2006, C’llr D Close volunteered to represent the Parish Council and to lay a wreath on their behalf at the Village Remembrance ceremony.  The Chairman thanked C’llr D Close for volunteering. 
11.2
Wilts C C’llr Brigadier R Hall outlined the type of tasks that Parish Stewards are capable of carrying out and encouraged the Parish Council to make maximum use of the stewards. Furthermore, he informed the Council that the Mobile Library is not under threat and reminded the Council of the need to respond to requests for comment from Statuary Bodies and other agencies.
11.3
C’llr D Close inquired of Wilts C C’llr Brigadier R Hall what process was in place to allow Parish Farmers to claim for using their Snow Clearing equipment without prior permission as some Farmers had found it difficult to have their claims met post the event. Wilts C C’llr Brigadier R Hall was unsure of the actual process but agreed to look into this matter and to report back to the Parish council, for which the Chairman thanked him.
11.4.
KDC C’llr P Veasey inquired of the Parish Council if there were any problems with the collection of refuse in the Parish.  The Chairman referred him to his earlier report at item 4.3.  
11.5.
KDC C’llr P Veasey informed the Council that should a household require a permanent or temporary uplift in their current allocation of bins or bags they should contact the relevant department in KDC.  Although requests will be viewed sympathetically, it is almost certain that any request for uplift will require a site visit by a representative of the relevant department.  The Council noted and welcomed this commonsense approach. 
11.6.
KDC C’llr P Veasey inquired of the Parish Council if there were any unusual problems with Rats.  The Council are not aware of any unusual problems.

11.7.
C’llr D Close inquired of KDC C’llr P Veasey if KDC has seen any increase in Fly Tipping in the district area. KDC C’llr P Veasey was not aware of any increase.

11.8.
The Chairman inquired of KDC C’llr P Veasey if KDC had an intention to cease cesspit empting.  KDC C’llr P Veasey was not aware of any such intention; however, he agreed to look into it and to report back to the Council, for which the Chairman thanked him.
11.9.
A discussion took place regarding the current Notice Boards.  The Chairman agreed to look at the location and condition of the Parish Notice Boards, and to report back to the Council.
11.10.
The Council agreed to furnish the Clerk with Keys to the Village Hall and the Parish Notice Boards for use by him in the execution of his duties.

12.
The Council agreed the date of the next meeting as 

Thursday 16th November 2006 at 7:30 in Chute Village Hall.

There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20:35.
Signed:






Date:
R Cherrington

Chairman

1                        Chairman’s initials & date                          


