
CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL
NOVEMBER 2006
Minutes of the Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 15th November 2006 in the Village Hall at 7:30 pm. 
Present:  C’llr  R Cherrington (Chairman), C’llr D Close (Vice Chairman), C’llr  D Milligan.

In Attendance: Nil
1. Apologies for Absence.
Members considered and accepted the apologies that were received from C’llrs P Caddick, C’llr D Pike, and Wiltshire County Council - C’llr Brigadier R Hall and Kennet District Council - C’llr P Veasey.

Quorum. 
As three qualified Councillors were present, the Chairman declared the meeting “Quorate” and therefore empowered to conduct Council business. 
2. Minutes of previous meeting.
Minutes of the previous meeting of 12th October 2006 have been circulated; C’llr D Close proposed that the minutes should be signed as a true record, seconded by C’llr D Milligan.
Carried, and duly signed by the Chairman.
Action – Clerk to post on Parish Notice Boards.
3. Matters arising.
No matters arising.
4. Correspondence.
  Members considered the following general correspondence:
4.1
Minutes of the Kennet Area Police/Community Consultative Group meeting of 11 October 06.  Members had no comment at this time.
4.2
A Précis of “The Local Government White Paper” produced by WALC.  Members had no comment at this time.
4.3
Letter from KDC regarding arrangements for Refuse & Recycling collections over the festive period.  The Members directed the Clerk to ensure that a précis of the arrangement appears in the Chute Chronicle.

Action – Clerk to contact editor.
4.4
An invitation from Wilts Constabulary to attend a presentation on the roll out of the Neighbourhood Police Teams in Police HQ in Devizes. The Members declined the invitation and directed the Clerk to offer their apologies. 

Action – Clerk to write.
4.5
WCC “Adverse Weather” leaflet.  The members noted the details, and directed the Clerk to write to Wilts CC informing them that the name of Chute Forest was missing from the map appended to the leaflet.

Action- Clerk to write.

5. Finance.
5.1.
In the absence of C’llr Caddick Members received from the Clerk the External Auditors report on the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2006.  The Auditors made no actionable comment.

Members RESOLVED to: 
1.
Accept report.
2.
Direct the Clerk to post copies of Sections 1-3 of the accounts on Parish Notice Boards for at least 14 days.

3.
Direct the Clerk to make and post on the Parish Notice Boards the necessary statutory provisions for the accounts to be available for inspection and copying by the public. 
Action – Clerk to post copies of accounts and statutory notices.
5.2.
The Clerk requested Members to authorise the payment of external Auditor’s fees of £58.75p.

Members RESOLVED to:

1.
Authorise the payment of £58.75p
(LGA 1972 Sect 111)
Action – Clerk to make payment
5.3.
Members considered the enrolment of the Clerk on the “Working with your Council” 6 month distance learning course at a cost of £48.75 which is reduced from £195.00 by a Society of Local Council Clerks Training Bursary of £146.25.  
Members RESOLVED to:
1.
Approve the enrolment with the caveat that the Clerk is to complete the course by 15th November 2007 or to reimburse the Council.

2.
Pay the enrolment fee of £ 195.00 (LGA 1972 Sect 111) and to direct the Clerk to claim the Bursary of £146.25 on the council’s behalf.

Action – Clerk to make payment and claim bursary.
5.4.
Members considered making donations as follows: 
5.4.1.
Playing Fields Maintenance - £200.00 - The Chairman declared an interest as a Playing Fields Committee Member.
5.4.2.
CPCC - £20.00

5.4.3.
Village Hall - £75.00 – C’llr Milligan declared an interest as a Village Hall Committee Member. 
Proposed by C’llr Milligan and seconded by C’llr Close - Carried
Members RESOLVED to:
1.
Approve the donations at items 5.4.1, (LGA 1972 Schd 14 para 27) 5.4.2 (LGA 1972 Sect 214(6) & 5.4.3. (LGA 1972 Sect 133)



Action – Clerk to make payments.
5.5
C’llr Caddick has stood down as the Responsible Financial Officer and the Chairman proposed that the Clerk be appointed as the Responsible Financial Officer.
Members RESOLVED to:

1.
Appoint the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer.
2.
Thank C’llr Caddick for her work as the Responsible Financial Officer.
Action- Chairman to write to C’llr Caddick.
6. Planning.
The following points were discussed:
6.1
 Ashlee House, Lodge Lane – C’llrs Close asked if he could see a copy of the Planning Application as approved by KDC with a view to ascertaining when planting had to take place.  The Chairman agreed to furnish C’llr Close with a copy of the relevant application. (KDC 52807)

Action – Chairman.
7. Footpaths. 
C’llr Close reported that a Laurel Bush, near St Mary’s Church, on Bridleway No 3 requires trimming back and volunteered to do the trimming.
Action – C’llr Close.
8. Playing Fields.
The Chairman reported that the Cricket Club is looking to play 6 matches in the coming year and is hopeful that they will be the home pitches for at least 3 football teams.
9. Roads.
The Chairman noted that C’llr Pike had been in touch with the Parish Steward with regard to potholes.
10. Village Hall.

10.1.
C’llr Milligan reported that the structural survey had been completed and a detailed report produced.  However, the Village Hall Committee have yet to consider the report and its recommendations.  

Action – C’llr Milligan to report back to the Council in due course.
11. AOB
11.1.
 The Clerk reported that he had attended the TCAP “Have your say” event where it was confirmed that the Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT) for the Tidworth Rural Area is due to start up on 8th January 2007.  It is anticipated that the NPT will come and introduce themselves to the Council at a future meeting.  The Members noted this and instructed the Clerk to liaise with the NPT to arrange a suitable date. 
Action - Clerk
11.2
The Clerk informed the Council of the following actions that he had taken since the last meeting:


11.2.1.
“ New” Notice Board (£318.65) added to insurance schedule.


11.2.2. Bank informed of Clerk’s details.

11.2.3.
Contacted KDC reference Precept request form.


11.2.4.
Mrs Stock informed of the following provisional Parish meeting dates: 

Thu 16 Nov 06 – 7:00pm to 9:00pm

Thu 4 Jan 07 -   7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Thu 15 Mar 07 – 7:00pm to 9:00pm

Thu 17 May 07 - 7:00pm to 9:00pm

Thu 19 Jul 07 -   7:00pm to 9:00pm (TBC in May)

Thu 20 Sep 07 - 7:00pm to 9:00pm (TBC in May)

Thu 15 Nov 07 - 7:00pm to 9:00pm (TBC in May)
11.4.
The Chairman stated that the next Annual Parish Meeting must take place between 1 Mar and I Jun 2007 and must start after 6:00pm.  The Chairman will identify a serious of possible dates and report back to the council.


Action – Chairman 
11.5.
 C’llr Close opened a discussion on the condition and location of the Parish Notice Board near the War Memorial.  The outcome of the discussion was that C’llr Close agreed to research the need for Planning Permission, the cost of a new Notice Board and the possibility of a joint venture with Chute Parish Council. 
Action – C’llr Close to conduct the research and contact Chute Parish Council.
11.6.
C’llr Close opened a discussion on the value of the Council purchasing a copy of the Chronicle for the Clerk.  Although there was general agreement with the suggestion it will need to be brought forward as an agenda item at the next meeting as members cannot be authorise spending under AOB.  

Action – Clerk to put on agenda for next meeting. 
11.7.
C’llr Milligan asked about the status of the Community Emergency Volunteers.  The Chairman informed Members that Mr Caddick is now the lead for both Chute Forest and Chute Parishes.
12. Date of next  meeting.
The Council confirmed the date of the next meeting as 

Thursday 4th January 2007 at 7:30 pm in Chute Village Hall.

There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20:21.
Signed:






Date:
R Cherrington

Chairman

2                        Chairman’s initials & date                          


