CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 24th JUNE 2010.

Present:
Cllr David Brown : Chair


     
Cllr Eddie Quirk


Cllr Douglas Micklethwait



Cllr Jonny Sykes










David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance : PCSO Maria Downham  for period following Item 9 only.
ITEM 1  :   APOLOGIES  :Cllr Falla (military), Cllr Harker (business), Cllr Withers (health).
ITEM 2  :   RECEIPT OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1 : 
There were none. (Clerk’s note: see declaration  subsequently and properly made during ‘AOB’)
ITEM 3  :   APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 3rd June 2010 was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, and agreed by all.

ITEM 4  :   CONFIRMATION OF ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
4.1
Cllr Falla’s acceptance of  election was acknowledged and his appointment was therefore confirmed.

ITEM 5  :   MATTERS ARISING FROM 13th  MAY 2010 MINUTES
5.1
Item 14.2 : Additional Insurance Costs    The Clerk advised that Aon Ltd had accepted the changes to the property element of the policy and invoiced an additional premium of £135.64 (close to his assessment of £131.000).  However, he had discovered that the additional 10% discount he had negotiated in 2004 had not been fully allowed this year. This; together with some other matters, had been raised with Aon Ltd. The overall outcome was two-fold :  the additional premium would not now be charged this year :  and a refund of some £30.00  on the original bill – authorised at Item 15 of 13th May Minutes - would now be paid.  This latter credit would be shared with CFPC once received.  This was noted and welcomed by all.
5.2
Item 21.1 : Longiew Boundary with Allotment Area   The Chair confirmed that he and Cllr Micklethwait had met with the owners and agreed that a temporary fence was appropriate to control their dogs but the Parish Council would be consulted formally before a permanent post/fence-line was established as part of the final boundary and landscaping work planned for the new residence.

5.3
Item 21.2 :  W.C. Flood Survey   The Chair advised that he and the Chair of CFPC had agreed that the area of common/shared concern was the low land or valley which lay Lower Chute and which was the area into which excess water drained from the entire surrounding area.  There was already some history of flooding affecting properties to the east of the war memorial and to the west by the Hatchet Inn – also at the edge of Chute Cadley.   These could easily become serious if the incidence of heavy rainfall were to increase and sensible planning to deal with this ‘sink’ effect had to be taken into account in the survey.  The Chair confirmed that this joint assessment had been provided to TCAB.
ITEM 6  :   MATTERS ARISING FROM 3rd JUNE 2010 MINUTES
6.1
Item 6.1 : Dog Waste Disposal etc   Given the Council’s agreed policy, it was agreed to be appropriate for the Chair to take informal action to warn the community about the potential outcome of discarding dog waste.   The Clerk suggested that the best way forward might be to invite the Dog Warden to attend a Council meeting to discuss available options. This was agreed with the proviso that  the services of the Dog warden in the Parish were not yet to be requested.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 7  :   S.O.’s /CODE OF CONDUCT – SIGNATURE OF STATEMENT
7.1
The Chair reminded Members of the practice agreed by which an annual statement is signed to confirm that they have read and understood these documents.  All present then signed this: Clerk to produce at future meetings to present for other Members.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 8  :    TCAB  MATTERS  :  No action :  there had been no intervening meeting   
ITEM 9  :    KG PLAYING FIELD : ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW COMMITTEE
9.1
Meeting of the Committee :  The Chair advised that due to pressures on the time of Chair to CFPC they, as the Councillor members of the new Committee, not yet been able to hold the inaugural meeting.  This was anticipated to be held soon and, in the meantime, considerable progress had been made towards achieving the objectives of the Councils in establishing direct control over the operation of the Playing Field. (Clerk’s note : Cllr Quirk subsequently took the initiative to take  physical possession of the Cheque books) 
9.2
Audit of Accounts : The Chair advised that Mr Barry Caddick, CPC Internal Auditor, had confirmed that he had also satisfactorily completed an audit of the Playing Field’s accounts for 2009/10.  They and an accompanying report had yet however to be made available by the Playing Field committee.   
9.3
Priority Matters for Meeting of Committee :  Aside from the need to produce proposed means of operating in future - for presentation to the joint Councils,  the Chair acknowledged that the Council urgently required an updated budget for the current year to replace that rejected by both CPC and CFPC  (Clerk’s note – see Item 7 of January 2010 minutes) and particularly to address the impact of the un-forecast funding shortfall in the Playing Field accounts noted at the 13th May 2010 Council meeting.   It was agreed that this was to be one of the first priorities of the newly formed Committee.  
9.4
Terms of Reference for the New Committee :  Finally the Chair noted that the (basic) ToRs suggested at Item 5.4 of the 3rd June Meeting minutes to help expedite inauguration of the new Committee had hit a snag since the CFPC Councillor appointee was not prepared to act as Chair of the Committee.  He was confident however that rules could be contrived which would maintain the direct Council(s) control which was necessary.  Members would be advised of the proposed form for agreement of the full Council(s) as soon as possible.
Adjournment  – Police Matters

Unscheduled attendance of Police representative:  The Chair expressed  Members’ appreciation of PCSO Downhams presence and for her help at the recent Chute Fete. She said she had  nothing of significanceto report but a useful general discussion took place before she was ‘released’ to attend to other pressing duties

ITEM 10 :  APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2010
10.1
The Chair noted that the accounts and Section 1 plus variation explanations of the Audit Return had been provided by the RFO to all Members via e-mail on 14th April so that they could take part in the audit process as they felt necessary and/or as may be required by the Internal Auditor.  He then opened discussion on the content.  The principal matters are summarised as follows.

10.1.1
The Annual Governance Statement – Section 2 of the Audit Return   The Chair led a detailed review of this statement.  The in-house accounting and governance arrangements were agreed to be more than adequate but it had been the wider peripheral arrangements had presented something of a challenge.  There had however been no damage to the Council’s financial position during the period and the ongoing efforts culminating in the latest developments (See item 9.1 above)  were believed to represent a satisfactory outcome.  The Clerk/RFO also noted that on this basis he had been prepared to sign off the Audit Return with regard to governance aspects. It was therefore agreed by all that this section of the audit return could safely be completed in the affirmative against each item
10.1.2
The Annual Internal Audit report – Section 4 of the Audit Return   The Chair noted that, as expected from the Council’s liaison with the Internal Auditor, and in particular his satisfaction with the actions alluded to at Item 9.1 above,  his Audit report at Section 4 of the Audit Return was entirely satisfactory.  

10.2
Following conclusion of  all required discussion, the Chair turned to the proposals in the agenda :-

10.2.1
Approval and signature of the Accounts as presented, was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, and agreed by all.

10.2.2
Approval and signature of Section 1 of the Audit Return (Statement of Accounts) and the supporting analysis was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, and agreed by all.

10.2.3
Approval and signature of Section 2 of the Audit Return (Governance Statement) with ‘yes’ against each item was proposed by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Quirk, and agreed by all.
ITEM 11 :   FINANCE – 2010/11 BUDGET – FIRST FORECAST OF OUTCOME
11.1
The Clerk/RFO noted that there were no items of expenditure forecast outside the Precept for the year and the outcome noted at Item  5.1 above meant that no overspend was now anticipated against insurance in the current year – although it would require funding in 2011/12. If accepted, the overall forecast underspend of £103.11 would therefore be transferred to the General Contingency reserve.  

11.2 
The Chair turned to the Risk Assessment and noted that the tight reserve position (Item1) had been noted by the Internal Auditor and was recorded in the Governance Programme for careful watch.  As regards the caveat related to the Playing Field (Item 3) he noted that action was already in hand – see Items 9.1 and 9.3 above.  Approval of the budget was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Quirk, and agreed by all.  

ITEM 12 :   PLANNING APPLICATIONS
12.1
E/10/0721/FUL :  2 Storey Ext’n to Honey Bottom Cottage       e.Detail advised on 18th June – hard copy available at the meeting.   a motion of ‘No objection’ was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Sykes, and agreed by all.

12.2
Outcomes since last meeting    The Clerk advised that E/10/0405/FUL re: Fox Cottage, passed without objection,  had now been approved by W.C.
ITEM 13 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13.1
TCAB – Proposed Reduction of Light Pollution   A response, considered ex-committee, since  advised by W.C. Cllr Connolly by e.Mail on 19th May had been hastened.  It was agreed that the consensus view, providing for some reduction in ‘night sky’ pollution should be sent – Chair to provide agreed wording. 

13.2
Work to Trees in Cons Area    Planning application E/10/0779/TCA. The Clerk noted that this had been received that day with a 14 July deadline. Cllr Brown (as the applicant) declared a prejudicial interest and withdrew.  The Clerk then advised that he proposed to advise W.C. that this was un-controversial and there was therefore no objection – subject to any objection from the full Council.  There was none.  
13.3
Closure: The Chair noted that the next regular meeting was scheduled for 5th August and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 20.45
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