
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  13th MARCH  2008.
Present:
David Brown : Chair


     
Becki Withers


Eddie Quirk

.


David Clark : Parish Clerk


Jonny Sykes





In attendance :  Two parishioners (Mrs P Caddick & Mr J Turner).
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES  : Cllrs S Falla (Service commitment), T Harker (on holiday) and D Micklethwait (on holiday).
ITEM 2 :   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  There were none.

ITEM 3 :   





APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 14th February 08 was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.
ITEM  4 :  
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES.  There were none.

ITEM 5 :   FINANCE – APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS
5.1
£273.25 to Clerk : Refund of expenses for 2nd  half of the year      The Clerk/RFO provided his record of expenses for inspection.  Cllr Sykes (Special Interest : Finance) confirmed that he had reviewed the expenses, spot checked the costs/accuracy and had been happy to sign off the claim. He proposed approval, seconded by Cllr Withers, and agreed by all.
5.2
£938.50 to Clerk : Salary for 2nd  half of the year.  The Chair noted that this represented the balance of the salary of £1789.00 agreed at the December 07 Meeting less the provisional payment of £850.50 made at the September 07 Meeting.  Approval proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Sykes, and agreed by all.
5.3
£65.00 to KDC :  Amenity Skip provided on 8 February 08   Approval proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Withers, and agreed by all.

5.4
£65.00 to Chute Village Hall : rental for November 07 to date   Approval proposed by Cllr Withers, seconded by Cllr Quirk, and agreed by all.

ITEM 6 :   REPORT BY PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE
6.1
The minutes/report of the KGPF Committee meeting on 24 February 08, provided with agenda, were discussed briefly.  The Clerk advised that this was the de facto end of year report which would be used to brief the annual Chute and Chute Forest Parish Meeting(s) shortly, but that the financial position would be subject to confirmation when the end of year accounts were produced later in the year.  It was decided that formal acceptance would be postponed until receipt of the accounts. 
6.2
The Chair noted that the Committee had invited Mr Chris Stock to accept co-option and confirmed that he had accepted.  Mr Stock’s efforts, on cricket matters in particular, were applauded.  It was also noted that Mr Rowan Cherrington intended to resign as Chairman at the end of this year. Since he had held the position for many years, the Clerk was asked to dig out the constitution of the KGPF Management Committee and provide info copies with the agenda for the next meeting - in May.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 7 :     DATES OF MEETINGS FOR FORTHCOMING YEAR
7.1
The dates proposed on the agenda were agreed with the exception of that for the annual meeting which was brought forward from the 14th to the 7th May.  On this occasion the decision was to over-ride SOs and maintain the date close to the beginning of the month. Thus :- 
2008     26th June  :  7th August  :  18th September  :  30th October  :  4th December  

2009     8th January  :  12th February  :  12th March  :  Annual Meeting  7th May  

(Chair to Preside over Annual Parish (Parishioners’) Meeting on 9th April

ITEM 8 :     WCC RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN – CONSULTATION DRAFT
8.1
The ROWIP and the supporting Appendix, accompanied by an analysis and briefing by the Clerk,  had been provided via e.mail to all members on 12th February 08.   Overall it was agreed that the thrust of the main document was to be supported – the extent to which it was planned to increase liaison with Parish Councils was particularly appreciated.  It was also noted that the responses provided to the earlier consultation questionnaire ( September 2007)  had been recorded verbatim in the separate Appendix and it was felt that this open approach should be applauded.  
8.2
The Parish Council inputs recorded in the Appendix document had quite reasonably been subjected to an editorial function which had resulted in the exclusion of many items from the ‘final’ ROWIP Action Plan.  However, amongst these were two referring to misuse of ROW (Items 27 and 28):  both had been excluded from the action plan on the grounds of lack of resources and difficulty in obtaining Police prioritisation.  Also an item (69) referring to the possible downgrade of Byways in sensitive areas of landscape/wildlife value: excluded on the grounds of unsuitability as a project/improvement and  outside the remit of WCC.  Recognition of all of these items in the body of the ROWIP was were agreed to be crucial to it’s adequacy and acceptability and their inclusion in one form or another in the Action Plan was essential. 
8.3
It was agreed that a response should be sent to WCC reflecting the above position : the Clerk to circulate a draft asap.    Action : Clerk
ITEM 9 :     POLICE/NHW MATTERS
9.1
The Clerk had sought a Police follow-up to his meeting with the PCSO in November re: re-launch of the NHW scheme.  A general response had been received from PC Randle which the Clerk summarised. It was agreed that a copy should be e.mailed to all and, in the absence of Cllr Harker, discussion postponed till the next meeting.  Next agenda action : Clerk
ITEM 10 :     UPPER CHUTE VILLAGE GREEN – GRASS CUTTING
10.1
The Clerk’s item in the March Chronicle was discussed.  The Chair said he had received several telephone calls in response and these were of mixed views.  The Clerk noted that ex Chairman, Bill Withall, had written in support of the suggested contract arrangements with KDC.  He also reported that Mrs Mary-vere Parr had indicated that she and her husband wished to help by taking on the voluntary duties of grass cutting the area but the practicalities of providing/obtaining the appropriate equipment were yet to be resolved. They had asked if a decision could be postponed for a short time until they were able to resolve the practicalities. This was agreed.  Next agenda action : Clerk  (afternote – see below)
Adjournment
During a subsequent brief adjournment to allow comment from the floor, Mrs P Caddick noted that she had had some input from parishioners which had not reached the Parish Council yet and asked if the general issue of care/development of the Upper Chute Village Green could be placed on the Agenda for the forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting. This was agreed by the Chair and noted by the Clerk
ITEM 11 :    POSSIBLE ENCROACHMENT ON ALLOTMENT LAND FROM ACCESS TRACK.
11.1
The Chair confirmed that he had delivered the agreed letter and discussed this with the owners of ‘Wildwinds’.  They had confirmed that they do not have any need for access to the allotments area, eg for drainage purposes, and would write shortly to confirm this for the record.  They did note that the pattern of rainfall recently had caused some problems in the village but gave an assurance that they would approach the Parish Council formally for an easement should any need subsequently arise.  It was agreed that no further action was now needed.
ITEM  12 :        ALLOTMENTS/’LONGVIEW’ BOUNDARY
12.1
The Chair drew attention to the letter dated 17th  February 2008  (as agreed and e.mailed to all Members) which had been sent to Abbot Walker Solicitors and in which the PC position had been explained and copies of relevant earlier correspondence provided.  The Clerk confirmed that no response had been received despite his e.mailed hastener on 8th March asking when we might expect to meet with Mrs Mustey’s surveyor.    The continuing delay in resolving the issue was regretted but it was agreed that there was nothing that could be done for the present except await for a response.

ITEM  13 :   
FY 2007/08 ACCOUNTS – REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT
13.1
The Chair advised that he had now provided an outline set of guidelines, reflecting the Audit Commission guidance as it applied to the PC practices and governance, to the working sub-group of Cllrs Sykes and Harker.  It was hoped to put these in final form for acceptance by the full Council soon.  Action : Chair and Cllrs Sykes & Harker.
ITEM  14 :    PLANNING APPLICATIONS
14.1
K/58135/F : Sgl Storey Extension to Gammons Farm    The Clerk noted that circulation of the plans was completed on 28th February.   It was agreed by all that there was no objection to this application.
14.2
Applications received and/or processed since last meeting    
57907/Tr2  Hatchet Inn, Lower Chute  Work to Ash Tree.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC
58005/Tr2  Chute Manor  Work on 3 Yew Trees.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC
58000/Tr2  Sycamore, Upper Chute  Thin out Hornbeams.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC
58241/F     Yew Tree Cottage, Cadley  Sgl + two storey ext to back and side.  Application was currently on circulation : an on-site meeting was scheduled for 15th March  ( Afternote, duly held at 10.30 and attended by five Members – Cllrs Falla and Withers unavailable.)
ITEM  15 :     RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA BASE (Emergency Services)
15.1
The Clerk confirmed that there was still no response from GWAS. After some discussion Members agreed that the matter was too potentially important to allow to lapse and that, following the interest expressed by their County Councillor at the last Meeting, he should be asked to intervene.  The Clerk to draft a suitable letter and circulate for agreement.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 16 :
WORK BY WCC HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY
16.1
The Clerk had approached Mr Paul Bollen ,WCC Highways Engineer, and received/clarified the  position on the following two outstanding matters.

16.2
(Old) Tibbs Meadow – area before Nos 11,12,13 Terrace.   It was now planned to construct an additional soak-away during the summer months.  There was concern that we should understand that , whilst this would reduce the problem, there would still be a possibility of water standing on the carriageway in a heavy rain situation.  The Clerk agreed to advise that the Council accepted this. Action : Clerk
16.3
Area at entry to Chute Cadley :  There was no guarantee of sufficiently frequent action to clear the drains of mud.  We are advised that only solution is to ‘kerb’ the radius at this point and prevent further verge erosion and build up of mud.  This is not normal in rural areas and may not in any case be welcomed. Since there was no budget for such work, it was also stated that a financial contribution is ‘generally asked for’.  
16.4
It was agreed that the Clerk should challenge the request for funding from such a limited tax-base.  In the meantime Cllr Harker should be asked to consult with his neighbours on the acceptability of concrete kerbstones.  Action Cllr Harker and Clerk
ITEM 17 :
LICENCE TO CULTIVATE – VERGE PROTECTION PILOT SCHEME

17.1
In the absence of the two Members who were taking this forward, it was agreed to postpone consideration until the next Meeting.  Action : Cllrs Falla and Micklethwait.  Agenda action : Clerk

ITEM 18 :
TREES AT REAR BOUNDARY OF 12 TIBBS MEADOW
18.1
The Clerk had met with Mrs Howard (Notes of the meeting had been e.mailed to all Members). In essence, the Parish Council had found nothing to support her argument that the trees behind her property were not hers.  No further help could therefore be provided.   Mrs Howard had recognised this and had undertaken to finally resolve the issue.  It was agreed that there should be no further action on this subject. 
ITEM 19 :
ANNUAL PARISH (PARISHIONERS’) MEETING
19.1
The Chair noted that he would deliver the Council’s annual report at this meeting on 10th April and asked all Members to try to attend.
ITEM 20 :
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
20.1
Upper Chute KDC SDU   The Chair referred to this KDC facility, transfer of responsibility to the Parish recently rejected. He noted that the dwellings to which it provided a service were occupied on varying terms and, since the future arrangements for this service could well alter, questioned whether the position of the parishioners should be clarified.  It was agreed this should be pursued in due course. 
20.2
Community Cleansing Grant  The Clerk confirmed that an application for £50 “Litter picking activities (mainly for children/youth) to fund reward/prize vouchers” had been submitted to KDC.
20.3
Clerk’s Training  The Clerk noted that he had wished to attend the WALC Accounts/Audit Training Day on 1 May 08 but was unable to do so due to an outstanding hospital appointment. Noted & accepted.
The Chair adjourned the Meeting briefly  to enable input from the floor.
Mr Turner asked if the location of fire hydrants, and the frequency of checks of these, was known. Apropos the winter accumulation of road debris, he also asked when the next sweeping vehicle visit was scheduled.  
20.4
Road Sweeping & Fire Hydrant Checks  The Chair asked the Clerk to  seek advice from the appropriate authorities on the two questions raised from the floor.  He also asked the Clerk to thank WCC Highways staff for the level of ‘gritting’ service provided recently.   Action : Clerk
20.5








































The Chair noted that the next meeting was the Annual Meeting scheduled for 8th May 08 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.05.
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Dated


