CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  16th MARCH  2006.

Present:
David Brown : Chair.



Tim Harker



Becki Withers :Vice Chair


Eddie Quirk


Simon Falla




Jonny Sykes








David Clark : Parish Clerk


In attendance : None. 
ITEM 1 :   




APOLOGIES :  There were none.

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  There were none.
ITEM 3 :   CASUAL VACANCY : CO-OPT A NEW MEMBER
3.1
The sole nominee was not available to accept co-option. Members would continue to seek a person to fill the vacancy. 
ITEM 4 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 16th February 06 was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Harker, and agreed by all.

ITEM 5 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
5.1
Village Design Statement (Item 4.3)   The Chair advised that a copy of the Minute accepting the VDS text had been provided to the VDS Team but the final illustrated form had yet to be seen.

5.2
Community Awards (Item 4.5) . Nomination of both Mrs Holroyd and Mr Long had been accepted and presentation by the Lord Lieutenant had taken place on the previous evening.  Unfortunately, last minute demands had meant that no Member had been able to attend.

5.3
Parish Wells Survey (Item 9).  The Chair advised that the agreed surveyor would carry out his inspection on 28th March:  Members were welcome to attend : rendezvous Quince Cottage @ 14.00. 
5.4
Road Gritting Route (Item 11).  The Chair noted that an interim response had been received from WCC in the form of illustrative route maps. Cllr Sykes volunteered to analyse the options offered and make recommendations on their practicality/acceptability at the next Meeting and this was agreed.  
5.5
Allotments/’Longview’ Boundary (Item 14).   The Chair noted that a courtesy letter setting out the Council’s position recorded in the Minutes was about to be sent to Mrs Mustey.
5.6
Leaves/mud encroachment on some roads (Item 18.1)   The Clerk noted that, in the absence of any input from Members, he had taken no action on this matter – accepted by all.
ITEM  6 :
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS - AMENDMENT 
6.1
The Clerk advised confirmation of Village Hall bookings for all agreed dates except 22nd June 06.  It was agreed that this Meeting should be rescheduled for 29th June 06.   Action : Clerk
ITEM  7 :  BUTTS HILL/’WILDWINDS’ TRACK WIDTH
7.1
The Chair noted that the data promised by the Land Registry had been received and was on display for Members in the form of a copy survey report plan and copy photographs which had resulted from a site visit on 2oth March 2000. He drew particular attention to the Land Registry statement that  “the plans and photographs were taken to assist in dealing with a particular matter the Registry was dealing with at the time and are not intended to be viewed as having any official status.  In particular, neither the measurements nor the photos are intended to define the right of way.”
7.2
The Chair summarised the position by noting that the data was perhaps of some general interest but clearly could not be used for any official purpose.  He concluded therefore that there was nothing further that could be done to further the Council’s original inquiries. He proposed no further action on the subject. This was agreed by all.
ITEM  8 :  VERGE PROTECTION PILOT SCHEME
8.1
The Chair advised that he, accompanied by the Clerk, had held an on-site meeting with the Area Highway Engineer:  a summary of the key points/outcome (to be attached to these Minutes) was then read and discussed.   A sample of the Highways Authority approved plastic ‘post’ was also inspected.
8.2
The proposed ‘post’ was not well received but it was clear that both the options on offer, their practicality and the views of the nearest neighbours should be established, not to mention any precedent being set,  before any action was considered. The Chair and Cllr Harker volunteered to review all the data and options and report back at the next  Meeting – this was agreed by all.   Action : Cllrs Brown and Harker.


ITEM  9 :  COMMUNITY CLEANSING GRANT/YOUTH INITIATIVE
9.1
Cllr Withers, supported by the Chair, explained that a general invitation to the youth of the community had been displayed, appropriately, at the Upper Chute bus shelter.  This indicated that an award could be made to any who volunteered to care for/maintain the bus shelter.  It was agreed to await the outcome of this invitation before considering further action or specific expenditure on any award.  Cllr Withers to report back on the outcome.  Action Cllr Withers.
ITEM  10 : 
AMBULANCE SERVICE – RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA
10.1
The Chair reported that he had now made an initial assessment of the copy of the data-base supplied by WAS.   He indicated he was reassured to find that data on the more recently built properties had been captured but there were nevertheless inaccuracies: as indicated in Cllr Sykes recent experience. Cllr Sykes volunteered to carry out a detailed check against his own software and Cllr Falla volunteered to assist in this process: to report back to the full Council on the results.   Action :  Cllrs Sykes and Falla .
ITEM  11 :  FINANCE
11.1
Following the discussion recorded below, expenditure of all items except for membership of CPRE was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Fall, and agreed by all.
Refund of Clerk’s Expenses : £241.64  Cllr Sykes confirmed that he had carried out the customary random check of the records maintained by the Clerk and had found them to be, as always, carefully and accurately maintained with a tendency to understate the costs incurred. 
Clerk’s Salary for 2nd Half of Year :  £797.00   The Chair confirmed that the figure was in accord with the total salary approved at 15th September 05 Meeting.
CPRE Membership - £26.00 Minimum   The justification for this expenditure was reviewed against the background of efforts to contain the level of the Precept.  It was agreed that membership should not be renewed.
KDC  for Amenity Skip - £55.00   It was noted that the cost of this liability had already been accepted.

Village Hall rental : £27.50  It was noted that the cost of this liability had already been accepted.
11.2
Cllr Sykes then expressed the view that the computer associated costs incurred by the Clerk were not properly recognised and should be reviewed. The Chair undertook to explore this with Cllr Sykes and the Clerk and report at the next meeting.  Action : Cllrs Brown, Sykes and the Clerk.
ITEM  12 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS : COUNCIL PROCEDURES
12.1
The system set out in the attachment to the agenda was discussed at considerable length.  Finally the Chair proposed that the existing system should remain in force for the present but be reviewed with care by all Members. The matter would then be re-considered: timing to be dictated by the number of applications processed.  Action: Chair and Clerk to Keep In View 
ITEM  13 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
13.1
53793/F Retention of Outdoor Riding Arena @ Collis Farm   This application was discussed extensively and a copy of a complaint submitted by a parishioner was then read.  However, due to a delay in circulation, Cllr Quirk had yet to see the papers. Although a clear consensus had emerged, to enable a fully informed response,  it was decided that the application should be passed to Cllr Quirk forthwith and his views then made available to all.  All Members would then confirm their position to the Chair (via eMail to minimise the need for any further extension to the KDC deadline). The Chair would then put together a formal Council response and circulate this for final agreement.  

13.2
53844/Tr  Removal of Overhanging Tree Branches @ Cross Keys Inn    It was agreed that the Council had no objection to this application.
13.3
The Clerk read the following  record of actions since the last meeting:_

53520/F  Cross Keys, alterations & add 4 letting rooms.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC.
53604/F  Longview, Upper Chute,  Replacement dwelling.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC
53627/Tr  Cross Keys.  Remove walnut tree.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC.
53681/Tr  St Nicolas Church.  Remove two conifers.  No objection by PC.  Now approved by KDC.
ITEM  14 :  POTENTIAL WEB-SITE
14.1
The Wiltshire Community Site – free and to be both supported/populated  by WCC and KDC – was still not available – advice from Community First was still awaited.  Cllr Falla had however investigated others which were said to be similar and found them to be rather limited. In particular they seemed to lack much in the way of interactive communication facilities which Members agreed seemed crucial to development as a ‘Quality’ Council.  He was therefore continuing to invest some effort in exploring alternative options and would liaise with the Chair on progress.
ITEM  15 :  ARRANGEMENTS FOR PARISH MEETING
15.1
The Chair indicated that he would attend and therefore preside over this meeting and intended to maintain and develop the tradition of presenting a report on the Council’s activities.  He asked al members to attempt to attend, as members of the public, and support the public inter-action. 
ITEM  16 :  APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE ON VILLAGE HALL CTTEE
16.1
The Chair explained that he had been advised that Cllr Quirk’s nomination, noted in previous minutes, had to be made more formally given the trustee status of the Committee members.  Cllr Withers proposed Cllr Quirk as the Council’s member of the Village Hall Committee, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.  Cllr Quirk agreed to accept this appointment.  
ITEM  17 :   ANY OTHER BUSINESS
17.1
Upper Chute Street Light  Cllr Withers noted the failure of the light on Upper Chute Green. The Clerk noted this for action.  
17.2
Parking of Horse Boxes on Upper Chute Green   There was general concern over the damage this could cause. The Chair advised that the matter had been discussed with the organiser of the sponsored horse ride in the area and he had insisted that the ground had been inspected in advance and was firm: however his agreement to seek advance assistance/agreement to parking arrangements in future had been obtained. 
17.3
Clerk’s Working Hours (year ending July 06)   The Clerk noted that his recorded hours to date showed an average of 10.25 per week. This exceeded the figure of 9.5 assumed in the 2006/07 Precept and was due mainly to his recent attendance at a  Clerks’ Training Day in Devizes.  This was noted.
17.4
Condition of a Listed Building  Concern in the community over the deterioration to the roof of a listed building was noted.  The Clerk had clarified the role of the Parish Council with KDC and the Chair would now be making informal inquiries.
17.5





































Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next, the annual, Council meeting was scheduled for 11th May 2006 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.05.
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Signed


Dated


