TEAM LETTER

A life-changing event . . .

As I write, Henry is less than a week old. Already I am seeing my daughter and her husband grappling with the realities of parenthood. Don’t even ask me about the realities of grand-parenthood! The arrival of a child – especially a first-born child – is a life-changing event. Nothing can ever prepare us totally for the changes that new person will bring into our lives.

Christmas looks to a life-changing, even world-changing event: the birth of a new person some two thousand years ago. As we prepare for family gatherings, parties and the exchange of presents, we shall hear the familiar stories and carols. They are so familiar that there is an air of unreality about them. The event is often trivialised in a way that would cause an outcry from the guardians of political correctness, were it to happen to the celebrations of another faith.

Familiar as the stories are, they remain close to today’s reality. No room in the inn? Just imagine the plight of those women in the mountains of Pakistan, who must bring new life into the world without shelter from the bitter winter. Shepherds on the hills outside Bethlehem? Today’s shepherds cannot get through the Israeli security wall that is strangling the life out of the “city of David”. Massacre of the innocents? Children in Uganda abducted by the “Lord’s Resistance Army” must kill or be killed. Flight into Egypt? Millions of Sudanese are still sheltering in makeshift camps in Chad, hoping they are out of the reach of murderous militias.

There is a timelessness about the familiar Christmas stories that joins the world of today to the birth of Jesus – God’s first-born child. Here is a new person who was to change the world and shape the way we live and think. Here is a new person who, even now, can bring change into our lives.

Rodney Harrison

Great Bedwyn

YOUR CHURCH IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY

 ‘Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him’.

Name & Date
Time &

Service
Sidesmen
Readers & Readings
Prayers
Flowers
Cleaners

4th Dec. Advent 2
4pm Christingle
Carolyn

Mary
Carolyn - Isaiah 40:1-11

Vikki - Mark 1:1-8
ME
None
David & Mary

11th Dec. Advent 3
11am Village Comm.
David

Vikki
David - Isaiah  61:1-4, 8-11

Joanna - John 1:6-8, 19-28
Vikki
None


18th Dec. Advent 4
11am M’ Worship
Mary

Amanda
Caroline - Luke 1:26-38 
Chris
None
Bill & Ann

21st Dec. Wed.
7pm Carol Service
All
tba
n/a
All


24th Dec. Christmas Eve
4pm Crib Service
All
tba
tba




11.30pm Midnight Mass
Amanda

Mary
John B - Hebrews 1:1-12
AD



25th Dec. Christmas Day
9.30am Village Comm.
Amanda
Eileen - Isaiah 9:2-7

MaryVere - Luke 2:8-20
Amanda



1st Jan. Christmas 1
6pm Evensong
Mary

David
Bill W - Isaiah 61:10-62:3

Amanda - Luke 2:15-21
Chris

Anne & Amanda

8th Jan. Epiphany
11am Village Comm.
Chris

Amanda
Chris - Isaiah 60:1-6

Joanna - Matthew 2:1-12
Mary
Franny & all


15th Jan. Epiphany 2
11am Morning Worship & Baptism
Carolyn

Vikki
Carolyn - John 1:43-51
Amanda
Isobel
John & Janet

22nd Jan. Epiphany 3
9.30am Holy Comm.
David

Mary
Mary - Genesis 14:17-20

Caroline John 2:1-11
ME
Amanda +


29th Jan. Candlemas
11am VC 5th Sunday in Chute
Amanda

Vikki
John B - Hebrews 2:14-18

David - Luke 2:22-40
Vikki
Betty
Chris H & Vikki

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE IS AT 9.30am.

Sunday Club will be at the Village Hall 10-11.30am on Sunday 4th December (to help make Christingles!)

Holiday Club will be at the Village Hall 10-12.00am on Tuesday 20th December (Please leave a message on 730233 if you are coming, so we know how many to cater for).

Choir rehearsals will be on Wednesdays, 7th and 14th December, 7.30-8.30 at Providence Cottage.

Decorating the Church – Donations of holly and greenery would be much appreciated, left in the porch, ready for Tuesday 20th December. 

Refreshments!   The PCC hopes you will enjoy a little tea with us after the Crib Service, and mulled wine and mince pies after the Carol Service.

Christmas Presents?   Some charities now operate schemes whereby you can give ‘a gift’ to someone while helping children and families in some of the poorest places in the world.    When you can’t think what to give someone who seems to have everything, you might like to consider:

Plan International www.gifts4life.org (020 7482 9777)

Oxfam www.oxfamunwrapped.com (0870 4105030)

Christian Aid www.presentaid.org (0845 3300 500)

Cafod  www.cafod.org.uk/worldgifts  (0808 14 000 14)

Send a Cow www.sendacow.org.uk (0845 660 4670)

all of whom offer catalogues and a wide range of presents that really could make a difference.

Carol Singing – Friday 23rd December – 6 for 6.30pm

Enthusiasts are invited to Providence Cottage for mulled wine and mince pies to fortify themselves for singing around the houses in Chute Cadley and Lower Chute.   Children particularly welcome.   Please bring torches.

JANUARY 2006
All good wishes for a very HAPPY NEW YEAR!
The PCC would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone who contributes to St Nicolas’, whether financially, musically, arranging flowers, cleaning, reading, ringing, keeping up the churchyard; we’re really grateful; we couldn’t manage without you! 

No Sunday Club in January

The Monthly Munch will be at Providence Cottage on Wednesday 4th January, 12.30pm

LINE DANCING

Line Dancing on 5th December at Chute Village Hall. 7.30pm to 9.30pm, £2.50 each.

This will be the last one for this year. We start again on Monday 9th January, same time and place. Please come and try and enjoy the evening

Barbara Long 730655

BARN DANCE

Please put these dates in your diary for the New Year.

Friday 20th January

Friday 17th February

Friday 17th March

Chute Village Hall. 8pm to 10.30pm. £3 each. We also have a raffle. Please come and join us for a good evening. Please bring your own drink.

Barbara Long 730655

CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

Planning Applications  

There are no applications to record:-

There are 3 application outcomes to record:

52880/F - New Zealand Farm. Use of part of barn for stabling. No objection by PC, approved by KDC

53003/F - Land at 2 Prospect Cottages. 3 bed room house and garage. No objection by PC refused  by KDC.

53059/Tr - Quince Cottage, Upper Chute: Tree work. No objection by PC, approved by KDC

Election Matters
Following the resignation of Bill Shaw, David Brown has been elected as Chair of the Council and, in the absence of a demand for a by-election, Eddie Quirk has been co-opted as a Parish Councillor. 

Resignation 

Sadly Teresa Bernard has now felt compelled to resign from the Council. If there is no demand for a by-election, it is hoped to co-opt a replacement Councillor at the Council Meeting on 8th December.

Green Waste Skips.

Green waste skips have been arranged as follow. As usual they are only available for short periods since their use has to be supervised by the driver.

Upper Chute  :  Tuesday 6th December at the Village Green .  Time from 11am to 1.30pm

Lower Chute  :  Wednesday 7th December at the Village Green.  Time from 11am to 1.30pm

Holiday period Refuse and Recycling Collections
I am advised that there will be no collections made during the week commencing Monday 26th December. Normal service to resume on Monday 2nd January 06.  For us this means no refuse collection on Friday 30th December (a two week gap) and no recycling collection on Wednesday 28th December (a four week gap).

Christmas Card Recycling.
Kennet advise that Christmas cards cannot be put in their recycling boxes or into ‘paper banks’.  They can of course be recycled through special arrangements and, in cahoots with Chute Forest, efforts are being made to make such arrangements locally.  If you hear nothing further it is suggested you try to use the facilities laid on at WH Smith and TESCO.

 Seasonal Greetings
As I write it is only the 19th of November – still – no further Chronicle till end January - so - A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from your Councillors and from me. 

Next Meeting of the Parish Council
Is scheduled for 7.30pm on Thursday 8th December 2005.  Venue: Village Hall.  

Chute Parish Clerk  (Tel 730782)
THE CROSS KEYS INN, UPPER CHUTE.

The Cross Keys Inn has been bought by George and Sonia Humphrey and will be reopening sometime in the New Year. There is a lot of work to be done to renovate, redecorate and change one or two bits, which we think will not be complete till mid February. 

We will also need to recruit staff to help up us behind the bar, in the kitchens and waiting at tables so if you are interested please come and see us after Christmas. We are looking forward to meeting everyone and welcoming you back to your village pub.

George and Sonia
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VILLAGE DIARY

December 2005




Sunday 4th 
10.00am
Holiday Club
Village Hall

Sunday 4th 
10.30am
Village Hall grounds tidy up
Village Hall

Sunday 4th
4.00pm
Christingle
St Nicolas

Monday 5th 
7.30pm
Line Dancing
Village Hall

Tuesday 6th 
11.00am
Community Skip
Upper Chute

Wednesday 7th
10.00am
Mothers & Toddlers
Village Hall

Wednesday 7th
11.00am
Community Skip
Lower Chute

Wednesday 7th
12.00 noon
Wednesday Club Christmas Lunch
Wyke Down

Wednesday 7th
7.30pm
Choir practice
Providence Cottage

Thursday 8th
7.30pm
Chute Parish Council Meeting
Village Hall

Saturday 10th
7.30pm
Village Hall Christmas Party
Village Hall

Sunday 11th 
11.00am
Village Communion
St Nicolas

Tuesday 13th
7.30pm
Gardening Club Christmas Party
Village Hall

Wednesday 14th 
11.00am
Mothers & Toddlers Christmas Party
Village Hall

Wednesday 14th
7.30pm
Choir practice
Providence Cottage

Friday 16th 
8.00pm
Barn Dance
Village Hall

Sunday 18th
11.00am
Morning Worship
St Nicolas

Sunday 18th 
8.00pm
Christmas Draw & Bingo
Chute Club

Tuesday 20th 
10.00am
Holiday Club
Village Hall

Wednesday 21st 
10.00am
Mothers & Toddlers
Village Hall

Wednesday 21st
pm
Private function
Village Hall

Wednesday 21st
7.00pm
Carol Service
St Nicolas

Wednesday 21st
7.45pm
Christmas Whist Drive
Chute Club

Friday 23rd 
6.00pm
Carol Singing
From Providence Cottage

Saturday 24th 
4.00pm
Crib Service
St Nicolas

Saturday 24th 
8.00pm
Mulled Wine, Mince Pies & Singalong
Chute Club

Saturday 24th
11.30pm
Midnight Mass
St Nicolas

Sunday 25th 
9.30am
Village Communion
St Nicolas

Sunday 25th 
All day
Private function
Village Hall

Monday 26th 
8.30pm
Racenight
Chute Club

Saturday 31st 
8.00pm
Power Surge Roadshow (Non Members £3.00)


January 2006




Sunday 1st 
6.00pm
Evensong
St Nicolas

Wednesday 4th 
12.30pm
Monthly Munch
Providence Cottage

Sunday 8th 
11.00am
Village Communion
St Nicolas

Monday 9th
7.30pm
Line Dancing
Village Hall

Sunday 15th 
11.00am
Morning Worship & Baptism
St Nicolas

Tuesday 17th 
8.00pm
Gardening Club AGM
Village Hall

Thursday 19th 
7.30pm
Chute Forest Parish Council


Sunday 22nd 
9.30am
Holy Communion
St Nicolas

Sunday 29th 
11.00am
Village Communion
St Nicolas

Weekly Events




Every Tuesday

Quiz night
Hatchet Pub

Every Wednesday
7.00pm
Gents Keep Fit
Village Hall

Every Wednesday
8.00pm
Ladies Keep Fit
Village Hall

Every Thursday

Curry night
Hatchet Pub
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The Chute Chronicle team would like to thank everyone for their support in the last year, and to wish all our readers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL.

Date of Next Meeting: 

Thursday 19th January 2006 at 7.30pm, Chute Village Hall.

Planning applications Outstanding:


1) New Vehicular Access entrance Gates and piers and amended garage design - Hazel Grove. 

Planning Applications Outcomes:


1) Erection of a two-storey extension, Cedar Lodge. Granted

Chute Forest Parish Council Planning Evaluation process:

The Council has adopted a new process for planning application evaluation.  The process will consist of a site visit by Councillors at the earliest convenient date after the Clerk has received the application.  The Councillors will discuss the application and reach a decision on the Council’s response to the application at this meeting.  A public notification of the date and time of the site visit will be posted on the notice boards (Chute Forest bus shelter and Lower Chute village green).  The public may attend this meeting if they wish to hear the deliberations.  The Parish Council will continue to try to circulate plans to the neighbours of the application site and the plans will be available, on request, from the Clerk.

Recycling Collection

It is with apologies that I have to notify residents of Chute Forest that the recycling collection will not be available until April 1st 2006.  It transpires that the recycling lorry requires sufficient space to turn around and consequently those properties on Lanes too narrow to permit this will have to wait until the new collection lorry is available.  Undoubtedly we will receive more information on the new collection services to be introduced in April, in the New Year so watch this space.  To anyone in Chute Forest who has a black box please note there is a store of recycling boxes and I am happy to arrange the supply of additional boxes to those of you who require them.

Community Emergency Volunteers

The Chute Forest Community Emergency Volunteers hosted its latest session at the beginning of November.  The meeting was well-attended so thank you, particularly to the hosts/co-ordinators as well as to those participating.

Parish Clerk

It is with regret that I have resigned, and my resignation accepted, as Clerk to Chute Forest Parish Council.  I remain in the position until March 2006.  The short time I have spent as clerk to the Parish Council has been very interesting and I believe Chute Forest is very fortunate to have such a good team of councillors.

REFUSE AND RECYCLING SERVICES IN THE CHUTES

Please see the comments in the Chute Parish Council article re refuse collection and recycling

Sally Tweed, Clerk to Chute Forest Parish Council, 01264 730 365
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YOUR VILLAGE HALL NEEDS YOU !!!!!!

Rick Tweed has very kindly offered to give the village hall a couple of hours hedge trimming on Sunday 4th December.  We desperately need volunteers to help pick up and do a general tidy.  Any amount of time you could spare would be very welcome.  Please help us to keep this very valuable village asset up to scratch.  We shall be starting at 10.30am on Sunday morning and coffee will be served.

Many thanks 

Pat Caddick  730730

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2005

This year the Chutes raised a grand total of £1264.20.  This includes the sale of wreaths for the Remembrance Day Service, collections in the Pubs and Club, the house to house collections and a rollover prize from a Hatchet Quiz, totalling £106. I believe that it is a splendid effort for a village of our size but slightly down on last year when our supporters won more quizzes.

On behalf of the Royal British Legion, I would like to thank all the volunteer collectors for their hard work and the people of the two Parishes who gave so generously. The annual Poppy Appeal is the Legion’s principal fund raising event. It is through your help and generosity that it can continue to provide support to millions of ex-service men and women and their dependants.  

If anyone would like to make a further donation, they can be sent to me at Old School House, Chute Standen, SP11 9EE. Cheques should be made payable to “Poppy Appeal”.

Brian Daly

VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT

We are hoping to have the Village Design Statement adopted by Kennet District Council in January 2006. We have received comments from Kennet on the initial draft and made changes where they requested them. This is the final chance to comment, as once adopted, the document will be put on Kennet's website. Both Parish Councils are making a final review of the text. 

In order to produce a high quality document, we had hoped to have a graphic designer assist, sadly our local contact has moved from the area. If you could assist the VDS team, we would be delighted to hear from you.

For more details, or to receive a copy of the draft VDS, or to offer assistance, please contact either Tim Orlik 730259 or Lisa Jackson 730286
CHUTE WEDNESDAY CLUB

Our last outing of the season took us on Wednesday, November 16th 2005 to the Slimbridge Wildfowl & Wetland Centre, Gloucester, situated on the mudflats and wetlands bordering the River Severn. This is one of the nine Wildlife & Wetlands Trust’s visitor centres founded in 1946 by the artist and naturalist Sir Peter Scott covering around 2000 hectares in Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England to conserve wetlands and their biodiversity.

The centre at Slimbridge has over 300 hectares of wild reserve designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and is celebrated as a refuge for the White-fronted Geese and Bewick’s Swans that travel thousands of miles to spend the winter at Slimbridge. It has the world’s largest collection of exotic rare and endangered ducks, geese and swans together with six types of flamingo, in a reserve of international importance, unique to the south west of England.

The recently built Visitor Centre with all the facilities you would expect, including an excellent restaurant, which was much appreciated. The centre includes a superb purpose built 17 metre high tower, accessed by lift as well as stairs, affording magnificent views over the wetlands and the Severn Estuary giving the opportunity to see many birds in flight both landing and taking off from the Centre.

Our last event for the year is our Christmas Lunch at Wyke Down Pub and Restaurant on Wednesday 7th December, 12 noon for 12.15pm. As well as the traditional fare of Turkey and Christmas Pudding, a Roast Beef or Vegetable Balti, there will be the Chef’s White Chocolate Baileys Cheesecake, or Biscuits and a selection of cheeses. We have 46 names booked, but there is room for more. 

N.B. Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th March 2006 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm

John Burden

THE GARDENING CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Best Home Cooked Food,

Great Company, Raffle, Table Decoration Competition and Traditional Christmas Party Quiz.

Tuesday 13th December at 7.30 p.m.

Chute Village Hall.

Tickets £5.00. from Wally Long 730655 & Sally Tweed 730365

The proceeds from the raffle this year will be donated to The Wiltshire Air Ambulance.  Raffle Prizes Gratefully Accepted.

Last Year the Gardening Club Christmas Party sold out – so please book your tickets early to avoid disappointment!!!

A few notes to ensure the evening goes smoothly: To all our good cooks – Thank you and please remember to bring your dish along cooked and hot.  Do remember the club will reimburse your costs.  All those entering the table decoration competition please remember – no candles.

The Christmas Party marks the last meeting of the Gardening Club year (has this year passed faster than all others!?)

Merry Christmas from the Gardening Club Committee

Seed Orders

Fothergills seed catalogues are available now and the club is entitled to a substantial discount for a total order value of over £80.  I have the catalogues and order forms please do contact me if you would like a copy.  To place your order please complete the forms, enclosed with the catalogue, and return it to Sally Tweed (Hyde Cottage – Lower Chute)  by December 6th.

The first meeting of the New Year, AGM & Cheese and Wine with Quiz, 17th January 2005. 8.00 p.m. at the Village Hall

Sally Tweed, Secretary  Chute Gardening Club, 730365

ON YOUR DOORSTEP!

Locally reared, fresh, free range

Geese and Turkeys

Place your order now

 for an oven ready bird

Order from: Don or Pru Daubney

01264 731318


WANTED

Either a period property for renovation (any condition), house or bungalow

Or a plot of land with, or without, planning permission (we are aiming to build a period style property using reclaimed material). Must be in good location.

Contact Mr & Mrs J Gray, 01264 332775

Date
Burbage
C' Ducis
C' Kingston
Grafton
Gt Bedwyn
Ham/   B'mere
Little Bedwyn
St Katherine
Shalb'n/  Bagshot
Tidcombe

4 Dec 05 2nd in Advent
8am HC 11am All Age 6pm Advent Prayer
8am HC   ME
9.30am Family Service lay &/or ME
11am HC Patronal Festival RH
8am HC RH                11am Matins lay
9.30am HC NLH
9.30am Fam Com RH
6pm Evensong lay
11am Family Service NLH


7 Dec 05 (Wed)
2.30 HC S'mr Ct 8.00pm Mid-week
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

11 Dec 05     3rd in Advent
8am HC 11am Fam com 6pm Advent Prayer
9.30am Parish Com ME 
8am HC ME 
9.30am Fam Com RH
9.30am Family Service lay
11am Matins AD
8am HC RH
11am Matins/HC RH  
9.30am HC NLH
5.00pm Christingle AD

14 Dec 05 (Wed)
9.30am HC 10.30am Parent/Tot                  7pm S'mr
12.30 HC 3pm HC West Farmh’se 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

16 Dec  05          (Fri)
-
-
-
Carols in the Barn at Wilton 
-
-
-
-
-
-

17 Dec 05  (Sat)
-
3pm Carols at Everleigh
-
-
6pm Nine lessons + Carols RH
-
-
-
-
-

18 Dec 05     4th in Advent
8am HC 11am All Age 6pm Carols 
6pm Carols ME
9.30am HC ME             
3.30pm Carols AD
8am HC RH  
3.00pm Carols                NLH
-
6pm Nine lessons + Carols 
6pm Carols S Trapnell                    
-

19 Dec 05 (Mon)
-
-
-
-
-
-
7pm Nine Lessons & Carols RH
-
-
-

23 Dec 05     (Fri)
-
-
7.30pm Carols ME








24 Dec 05 Christmas Eve
 5pm Crib Service 11.30pm Midnight Com 
3pm Christingle & Crib 11.30pm Midnight 
<<
-
4pm Crib & C'tingl            11.30pm Midnight Com RH
3pm Crib Service at B'mere NLH
-
-
5pm Crib Service AD 11.30pm Midnight Com
-

25 Dec 05 Christmas Day
8am HC 11am Family Svce + HC 
>>
11am Fam Com ME
11am Christmas Com 
11am HC RH
9.30am Fam Com            AD
8am HC    RH
9.30am HC RH
-
-

1 Jan 06   2nd Sun of Christmas
8am HC NLH 11am Family Service
>>>
9.30am      joint Family Service 
-
-
9.30am HC NLH
9.30am (cluster) HC RH
-
12.00 noon  Bells Service
-

4 Jan 06 (Wed)
2.30pm HC S'mr Ct 8pm Mid-week 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

8 Jan 06  Baptism of Christ
8.00am HC NLH 11am Fam Com
9.30am Parish Com  ME
8 am HC ME
9.30am Fam Com RH
9.30am Family Service
11am Matins AD
8am HC RH
11am Matins/HC RH
9.30am HC                                    NLH
9.30am HC AD

11 Jan 06 (Wed)
9.30am HC NLH 10.30am Parent/Tot
12.30 HC       3pm HC West Farmh’se
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

15 Jan 06 2nd in Epiphany
8am HC 11am All Age 6pm E’song
6pm Evensong ME
9.30am HC  ME
11am HC ME
8am HC RH        11am HC
11am Parish HC AD
6pm Evensong  lay
9.30am            Fam Com      RH
9.30am HC AD
-

22 Jan 06 3rd in Epiphany
8am HC 11am Family Service
11am Family Service ME 
6pm Evensong lay 
11am Family Service lay
9.30am Family Com        RH
-
8am HC              RH
11am HC     RH
11am Worship     (jt with Ham) 
9.30am HC NLH

25 Jan 06   
9.30am HC










29 Jan 06 Candlemas
8.00am HC                    11am All Age 
-
-
9.30 (cluster) HC 
-
-
-
-
9.30 HC (cluster) Bagshot 
-




Village Hall


Christmas Party


Saturday 10th December 7.30pm





All the usual fun, including: Complimentary drink, supper, sing-a-long, raffle, fun & games for all





Tickets (£7.50, £5.00 for under 16s) from


The Longs (Upper Chute) 730655


The Caddicks (Chute Cadley) 730730


The Hardimans (Chute Forest) 730848





Please note:


Tickets will NOT be available on the door


Licensed bar will be available
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Position Vacant:


Clerk to Chute Forest Parish Council


Duties include: Administration of the Parish Council Business.


Liaison with Kennet District Council and Wiltshire County Council and other organisations as required.





The role involves an average of 2 ½ hours per week. Remuneration as per official salary scales plus expenses.





Please speak with any member of the council for further details
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